PEOCEEDINGS OF THE FIRST SESSION 

OF THE 

LOUISIANA ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 



The Louisiana Annual Conference, being a portion of what was 
formerly the Mississippi Mission Conference, convened at Wesley 
Chapel, in the city of New Orleans, on the thirteenth day of Janu- 
ary, 1869, Bishop M. Simpson presiding. 

The Bishop opened the Conference by reading the thirty-second 
chapter of Isaiah. After singing the 707th hymn, "And are we yet 
alive," etc., prayer was offered by Dr. Newman. 
^ J. P. Newman was then elected Secretary, and W. M. Henry As- 
sistant Secretary. 

The time for opening the daily sessions of Conference was fixed at 
ten o'clock, and the time for closing the same at two o'clock. 
The following Conference Committees were then appointed: 
Stewards — W. M. Henry, E.. K. Diossy and Henry Green. 
On Public Worship — B. XL Diossy and A. Boss. 
Education — Henry Green, Jas. Hay ward and J. P. Newman. 
Sunday Schools— B. K. Diossy, S. M. Small and E. Williams. 
Missions — The Presiding Elders. 

Temperance — W. M. Henry, E. Williams and Levi Johnson. 
Statistics — B. K. Diossy, E. W r illiams and Scott Chinn. 
Auditing Accounts — W. M. Henry and James Hayward. 
Church Extension — B. K. Diossy, E. P. Boyal and Evans Green. 
The State of the Country — J. P. Newman, E. Hayward, and 
Robert Hodge. 

Lay Delegation— J. P. Newman, B. K. Diossy, A. Ross and E. P. 
Royal. 

Freedman's Aid Society — W. M. Henry, James R. Fennor and J. 
M. Vance. 

J. P. Newman and B, K. Diossy offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 

Resolved, That we hail with delight the presence of Dr. Bust, of 
the Freedman's Aid Society, and Dr. J. M. Walden, of the Methodist 
Book Concern, and we hereby invite them to represent the interests 
of their work at such time as 'they desire. 

Bishop Simpson then made the following remarks, which were 
listened to with great interest: 
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OPENING REMARKS OF BISHOP SIMPSON. 

Allow me to say, brethren, that I am pleased to have the privilege 
of meeting you again in your Conference session. I have many 
pleasant memories of the session which we held two yours ftgo, and , 
I am pleased to see so many of you here who have passed through 
so many trials, and witnessed so many conflicts, out of which the 
Lord hath delivered you all; and I trust he has led you out into a 
large place where you will not see such trials or conflicts again. 

I am glad, also, that death has not been permitted to take off any 
of your number, and that God has visited you with prosperity. I 
could but think of the old patriarch, Jacob, who gave thanks to God 
on his return towards his land, when he said, " With my staff I 
crossed over this brook, and now thou hast made mo two bands." 
Three years ago you were organized a small company, and you en- 
gaged with earnestness to lay the foundations of Zion. Now you 
are two Conferences. I have just had the pleasure of meeting with 
the Mississippi Conference, as it is now called, bearing the old name, 
but really set off from you who had here the first organization. 

At that Conference I stationed thirty-seven ministers. There are 
some forty-five charges, and, I think, some fifteen supplies, making 
some fifty-two ministers who went out from that Conference to preach 
the unsearchable riches of Christ; and yet 3*011 have a goodly num- 
ber here, and your number, I have no doubt, will increase from time 
to tune if faithfully you "walk by the same rule, and mind the same 
thing." 

I may say to you that judging from the spirit and zeal of the 
brethren in the Mississippi Conference, 3-011 will have to be wide 
awake, or you will be in danger of being outstripped by them in 
numbers and energy. 

They are pushing the work out to the gate, and almost beyond the 
gate, and I am glad to say God has been among them, and they have 
had some very glorious revivals of religion. I trust such exist among 
you, and to be cheered by similar accounts of the work of God anions 
you. 

They have had difficulties as you also have had, though possibly 
not quite so severe and terrible, but still they have had opwrita; 
yet I am glad to say God has kept them, and no one of them fell 
during the year by disease or violence, and none suffered severely, 
notwithstanding they were frequently threatened. Doors that were 
closed against them are now opened, and God seems to be gning 
them a wide and promising field. 0 

Notwithstanding one-half of your territory has been thna oft 

^BtaterfL? 7 largG V , W ^-e embra £ 
whole State of Louisiana, m itseli almost largo enough for an em- 

SiTir^f 011 1 8U ^ se ' of three-fourths of 

a milLon of people. Now, here is a very wide field in which to labor. 
God has opened before you a great door. And notwit hstunau, ££ 
may still have opposition to encounter, I hopo that in every narishof 
this State and m every part of every parish during the comm- ea 
the Lord Jesus Christ may be preached in purity gJfSxSrity 
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Le ns, white to wait together as a Conference, endeavor to walk 
closely with God. We might to be better men, as weU as bappf er 
by our association together. Our simple business is to do the work 
of God It is not our work, it is the work of the Lord Jesus and he 
■has put great honor upon us in making us co-workers together with 

I trust that during this session, while we speak frankly whatever is 

th T $ b °' aS T hTO y° ars Ach bmtherfy kuicl 
s and fraternal aftection. I trust that God's Spirit will be pSed 
utupon youas nimisters, and that when you leave this placed the 

M^Z n i^o f 7w° qUeS i bnwaS taken U P : Who remains on 
raaomg JSfctar, E. Iv.. Diossy, stated that Brother Sims had been 

t ertWfle 18 Clmrge th T sh l 30litical P re 3' udice - He stated 
R 1 tlfiS'" ' TC1 '°f, 0m ? th A n S s apparently against him, though 
onm ttpp t w t, he bi ;°- ther - He requesfed, however, that a 
E T^°T nted ° n hlS CaS °' wliere «Pon J. P. Newman, E. 
"Wiams and John Lea were appointed such committee. 

tan/of tir^H? f m f smarts, calling attention to the impor- 
Conference V0 ^ S m ministers to membership in the 

^S^V?^?^ WaS ¥ Ud > a Probationer of the first 

tSfl^ E , Mer re P ortcd that Brother Keith took his 
S^^ttf fn^ J T'' and Weat t0 his a PPO^tment 
£ iTnLS f i ° kft il hlS char S e after a few da y s > smce which. 

It SS f f T m hl - m ' Clt3ler Personally or by letter. 

pit v° ' d and carned that ho be discontinued. 
«Ter a nS'° 0r ? gIl 4 epresented lus work - He said that he had 
«52E2^f- Ho , hadb nt one church building. The other 
XCZhi as sembled, on various plantations. He had met 
HekttS?^ 08 , 141011 ^ 4 had been Messed with prosperity. 
C hen J f0U1 ' ->? dred and fifty persons into the church 
%i°at thL yeai > rfe had two Sabbath schools which he attended 

^attnose appointments. 

whenhe 2??^ ? alIed on to ^present his work, stated that 
fining thi» t appomtment there were no members. After re- 
b «4i»ttL\> e T, ¥ a he "'formed the people that he had come 
°% AW- • 10dlst Chureh th ere. He received two members 
1 Mvheharll J T ed , evei y time he opened the church doors, until 
Pointments w , Edred and seventy-seven members at his two ap- 
Levi John, ■ 0110 day sch ° o1 and two Sunda y schools. 
sa 'd that hp i? n 'i ^iPT 1118, an account of the work on his charge, 
t'^timennrl \ , clgIlt or tdn appointments. He had had a 

am( ®!? the wV+ time - There was a 8' reat deal of bitterness 
h-avehn^ iZt J; eo P le against the colored people. Sometimes in 
^eledV v u, to fcn 'y him across the bayous. Often he 
four °, avoid meeting insult or injurv. He had organ- 

m$a,y schools and four or five day schools, 



The above mentioned brethren, namely. Presley Yarborough, 
Abraham Hilton and Levi Johnson, being favorably represented by 
their Presiding Elder3 and by the Examining Committee, were 
continued on trial. 

The characters of effective elders were then examined. J. P 
Newman represented his church and district. 

He had visited part of the appointments; to others it was not safe 
for him to go, and he had sent colored preachers, who could travel 
with greater safety. Notwithstanding the great political excite- 
ment and persecution, there had been much prosperity. As to his 
church, that was no longer an experiment; it had become both a 
success and a power, for which they had great reason to be thank- 
ful. Amid the reign of terror, God had been with him and kept him 
from danger and fear. 

Eev. Dr. Eust, Secretary of the Freedmen's Aid Society, Dr. 
Waldcn, Assistant Book Agent, Kev. S. M. Stiles, of the Newark 
Conference, and Kev. Arza Brown, of the Cincinnati Conference, 
were introduced. 

W. M. Henry reported his charge as about in the same condition 
as at the beginning of the year. Through the great excitement and 
prejudice and persecution, the Sabbath school had suffered greatly. 
The parents were afraid to send their children lest they themselves 
lose employment, and the children feared to come because of de- 
rision and persecution. There had been a rapid increase, however, 
in the Sabbath school recently since the excitement had died away. 

At the beginning of the year they had strong hopes of getting 
money from abroad to buy lots and to build a chapel. They did 
not succeed, however, and there was but little prospect of obtaining 
it now. His work, to a great extent, had been on the Advocate, as 
heretofore. 

Anthony Eoss reported a good degree of prosperity in his church. 
Many of his members were trying to secure houses and lots for 
themselves. Some were going across the lake and taking up gov- 
ernment land. He encouraged them in so doing, and intended to 
go himself to the country and look at the land that he might be 
better able to advise them. 

Henry Green said that the Lord had been with them in the year 
gone by. Times had been hard and labor scarce to those, at least, 
who did not favor Democracy. 

At Sixth Street Church, which had been put under his charge, 
things looked dark. They had received an extension of time on a 
portion of the July payment of $1,000 and interest thereon, which 
they were not able to meet at the time. The fore part' of the 
present month they received a farther extension of ten days. The 
time being nearly up, something must be done immediately to save 
the church. It was bought contrary to his advice, as it was in a 
portion of the city where there were but few colored people There 
was but a small, poor society when the church was contracted for, 
that were not able to pay for it. And they were not much stronger 
now. ° 
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However) though there was over §3,000 yet due on it, ho wanted 
it paid for and not lost* 

He stated farther that he had attended some quarterly meetings 
for the Presiding Elder where it was not safe for the elder to go. 
He had found some hardships in such journeys, but a great deal of 
happiness, 

Scott Chinn made a good report of his charge, that there had 
been a goodly number converted there the past year. Some were 
French, some Sicilians, and some Creoles. Some of these had been 
of the Koman Catholic faith. His people were now getting work 
and meeting with prosperity. 

Emperor Williams stated that on his charges there had been a 
good degree of prosperity. During the exciting times last fall his 
church in JefTerson City was set fire to in the night, but was dis- 
covered before much damage was done, and was extinguished. 
Their enemies had fired into the church once, and the ball is still 
there imbedded in the plaster. 

K K. Diossy, Presiding Elder of Opelousas District, reported 
much animosity and persecution in his district, as in other parts of 
the State, towards our ministers and church, nevertheless many por- 
tions had been blessed with revivals. Very much of the time it had 
not been safe for him to travel on portions of his district. He had, 
therefore, to hold some quarterly meetings, and manage the work as 
best he could through his preachers. 

Thomas Kennedy brought in a very encouraging report of affairs 
on his circuit. He had held a camp meeting thereon, the only one 
held in the State in connection with our work. A large number 
was converted, and the people were much pleased with the 
meeting. 

J. M. Vance stated that there had been a great deal of animosity 
towards him on his charge, because he had taken it upon himself to 
influence and instruct the colored people as to their duty in voting, 
jt had not been safe at all times to remain at his home. He had 
mown some hard times, but felt the Lord was with him. He thought 
a great work had been accomplished by our Church in sending 
teachings in some way to the people throughout the State, either by 
preachers, books, papers or tracts. 

o. M. Small said that he had a laborious year. There had been a 
great deal of persecution manifested by the whites towards the 
colored people. His church and school house had been searched by 
persons who pretended to think that firearms were secreted there, 
une of his local preachers had been shot in cold blood at one of his 
meetings. Those perpetrating the deed then proceeded to a cabin 
antt hung two women and one man up to the rafter till dead. These 
jere also his members. His own trust has been strong in the Lord, 
™ during these fiery trials he felt that God would surely protect 

ro> and it banished all his fears during the danger, 
was t TT ° f Wm ' MlllTel was called. He was not present. It 
Coif tllat lle received an appointment to Mississippi at the last 
ture but hav * n & been elected to the Louisiana State Legisla- 
10 not go to his appointment. He requested at the organi- 
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iatiafc of the Mississippi Conference last week to be transferred to 
the Louisiana Conference. A favorable report was made on his 
case,, but action thereon was deferred. 

The reports of the Examining Committee on the above mentioned 
Elders who were subject to examination were favorable. 

The following resolution was offered by E. K. Diossy and Emperor 
Williams, which was adopted : 

Whereas, It is important that the history of our Church in Louis- 
iana should be correctly recorded; and whereas, the official minutes 
of this Conference furnish the only authorized data for such history; 
and whereas, the published minutes of this Conference for 1868 con- 
tain many historical, statistical and personal errors, therefore 

Resolved, That we authorize the Rev W. M. Henry to republish 
the minutes of this Conference for 1868, as at present recorded in 
the journal of this Conference. 

It was moved and carried that a collection be taken up to-day and 
on other days of the Conference for those ministers in straitened 
circumstances, who have been on expense since their arrival in the 
city. The collection was then taken ; which resulted in the sum ot" 
$12 50. 

W. M. Henry, who had been appointed to preach the missionary 
sermon of Conference, asked that Scott Chinn preach in his stead, as 
these sermons had been preached at each Conference thus far by the 
white brethren, and there were several brethren here from the North, 
who desire to hear a sermon from one of our colored preachers. The 
request was granted, and Scott Chinn was appointed to preach said 
missionary sermon at Wesley Chapel next Friday evening. 

The Committee on Public Worship made a partial report. 

It was moved and carried that the Conference adjourn. 

The doxology was sung, and the benediction pronounced by A. 
Koss. 



SECOND DAY'S PROCEEDINGS. 

Thursday, January 14, 18G9. 

# The Conference convened at the time appointed, Eel i^ious ser- 
vices conducted by A. Koss. 

First question taken up: Who are received on trial ? 

Samuel Lewis was recommended to the traveling connection by 
the Quarterly Conference of First street, of New Orleans' and was 
admitted. 



Felix Landre was recommended to the traveling connection by the 
Laharpe Street Quarterly Conference, and was admitted 

Frank Manago was recommended to the traveling connection by 
the Jefferson and Oarrollton Quarterly Conference, and was admitted. 
William P. Forrest, a deacon in the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church, was recommended to the traveling connection and wis ad- 
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mittcd after much deliberatioD, in which the usefulness of Brother 
Forrest, as a minister, was made known. 

On motion, his credentials as a deacon were recognized. 

Charles Downs was recommended to the traveling connection by 
the Thibodaux Quarterly Conference, and was admitted. 

Henry Grimes was recommended to the traveling connection by 
the Thibodaux Quarterly Conference, and was admitted. 

George Washington, a probationer of the first year was called. 
His Presiding Eider stated that he left his appointment at the begin- 
ning of the year, and never returned. 

On motioned, he was discontinued. 

A complaint against Evans Green for mal-administration was pre- 
sented to the Conference. 

On motion, a committee was appointed to investigate the charges, 
consisting of A. Ross, S. Chinn and Henry Green. 

The third Conference question was then taken up: Who are ad- 
mitted into full connection? 

E. P. Royal, Evans Green, Joseph Gould, James R. Fennor, Eben- 
ezer Hayward, Edward Jackson, Robert Hodge, and James Hayward, 
probationers of the second year, were called forward and examined 
hy the Bishop, preparatory to their reception into full connection in 
Conference. 

After propounding to them the usual questions, he earnestly ex- 
horted them to faithfulness in the work of Christ, warning them that 
all peevishness, self will and devotedness to other affairs would lessen 
their influence with the people in bringing them to Christ. And 
only till they were made perfect in love would they be of the greatest 
usefulness in the church. He urged them to great ardor in the 
affairs of the church, and to carry out the discipline thereof kindly 
but firmly. They should beware of substituting plans of their own 
m place of the discipline, as in that case the ministers following 
them on their charge would not know how to proceed, to be in ac- 
cordance with their predecessors. But if all walk by the same rule 
which is found in the discipline, every thing would go on harmoni- 
ously. He urged them to be constantly employed. A lazy man is 
always bad, but a lazy minister trifles with immortal souls. Some, 
he said, preached fine sermons,, but by trifling conversation without, 
tney destroyed their usefulness, and did much harm. He called 
upon them to do nothing which would bring reproach upon them- 
selves, for they alone would not be disgraced, the whole ministry 
would suffer also. 

E. P. Royal was called upon by the Bishop to report on his church. 
|le said that his people had had a hard time in many respects. The 
fll gn water destroyed their gardens, poultry, etc. Many were dis- 
charged from labor through political prejudice. Affairs were im- 
proTing, however. Being favorably represented by the presiding 
Bluer and the examining: committee, he was admitted into full con- 
nection. 5 

Kbenezer Hayward said that he had experienced what the Bible 
declares concerning Christians, that "In this world ye shall have 
filiation." He had met with some opposition on the part of other 
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denominations. He had five appointments, and was meeting with 
spiritual success. Alfred Hazen, one of his local preachers, hvmg 
about fifteen miles from Natchitoches, was murdered at his own 
house, in the presence of his wife and daughter, on the night previous 
to the election, on account of his haying some Republican tickets in 
his possession. The secretary of the church at the same appoint- 
ment was cruelly beaten the same night. 

Brother Hayward being favorably represented by the presiding 
elder and examining committee, was admitted into full connection. 

Edward Jackson stated that he had met with some prosperity and 
considerable adversity. During the excitement of the last few 
months his horse had been taken away, his bed searched, guns 
pointed at him, and threats made against him. He preached some- 
times in French and sometimes in English. Some Indians lived 
near there, and frequently came to church, and when any of them 
died the Methodist preacher was sent for to attend the funerals. 

Being favorably represented, he was admitted in full connection. 

Joseph Gould stated that his congregation was composed prin- 
cipally of persons working on plantations near his church. Hence 
the congregations did not increase much, as the people frequently 
moved to find work. 

Being favorably represented, he was admitted in full connection. 

Robert Hodge said he was stationed where there was no church 
when he arrived there. There were nine members, however, and he 
started a church which has since been increasing by revivals. 

Being favorably represented, he was admitted. 

James R. Fennor said that on account of the great political 
troubles, his labors had been confined principally to Monroe, as it 
was not safe to travel. Threats had been made against his life after 
the first election. Previously to that he had been treated with 
respect, both by the white and colored people. His membership had 
been greatly scattered by persecution and by going to search for 
labor. 

Being favorably represented, he was admitted to full connection. 

James Hayward said that when he was sent to Baton Rouge the 
church was only partly finished. It was now completed. The mem- 
bership was somewhat less than at the beginning, caused by so many 
of the people removing to better their condition. Many had come to 
this city. He is meeting with success in building churches. He has 
organized some societies. He has not really suffered during the 
year, but has had some hard times. Through fear of violence the 
colored churches in Baton Rouge of other denominations had closed. 
His church, by preaching only Christ, had been kept open all the 
i time. 

Being favorably represented by the Presiding Elder and Examin- 
ing Committee, he was admitted into full connection. 

Notices calling together committees were announced. 

The Committee on Public Worship reported. 

On motion, the Conference adjourned after singing the doxology, 
and pronouncing of the benediction by Dr. Rust. 



The Conference assembled at tlie Usual tiiiie. 
Religious services conducted by Dr. Dailey. 

The Conference then received the recommendations of local 
preachers for deacon's orders. 

Frank Manago was recommended for deacon's orders by the 
quarterly Conference of Jefferson and Carrollton, and was elected. 

Marshall Smith was recommended for deacon's orders by the 
Clinton Conference, and was admitted. 

Annanias A. Fraer was recommended for deacon's orders by the 
Quarterly Conference at Clinton, and was elected. 

John Wesley was recommended for deacon's orders by the Quar- 
terly Conference of Franklin, and was elected. 

John Sparks was recommended for deacon's orders by the Quar- 
terly Conference of Franklin, and w^as elected. 

Wm. Jones was recommended from the Houma Quarterly Confer- 
ence for deacon's orders, and w T as elected. 

Henry Grimes was recommended for deacon's orders by the Quar- 
terly Conference of Thibodaux, and was elected. 

John Boyd was recommended for deacon's orders by the Quarterly 
Conference of Shreveporfc Circuit, and was elected. 

George Washington was recommended to the traveling connection 
by the Shreveport Quarterly Conference. Being favorably repre- 
sented, he was admitted. 

He was also recommended for deacon's orders, and elected. 

Andrew Harrison was recommended for 'deacon's orders by the 
Washita Circuit Quarterly Conference, and was elected. 

Isaac Haywarcl was recommended for deacon's orders by the 
Quarterly Conference of Baton Bouge, and was elected. 

George Washington was recommended for deacon's orders by the 
Camp Parapet Quarterly Conference, and elected. 

The Conference then proceeded to the election to elders' orders* 
and Eugene P. Royal, Ebenezer Hay ward, Edward Jackson, James 
B. Fennor, and James Hay ward were elected. 

The Committee on the case of Evans Green then reported, declar- 
ing him not guilty of the charges of mal-administration, and he was 
admitted into full connection. 

The Committee on the case of Henry Sims reported him clear of 
any charges. On motion, he was continued on trial. 

Amos Gunby was recommended to the traveling connection by the 
we Oak Quarterly Conference, and was admitted. 

Marcus Dale, an Elder in the Wesleyan Methodist Church, was 
?^ encled by the Q uarterl y Conference of Franklin Circuit, of 
winch he was a member, for recognition of his orders. On motion, 
ms orders as an elder were recognized. 

Mi : Dr * Newman > President of the Orphans' Home, made the 
rouowing report on the institution, which was received: 
2 



id 

imom on the oKrnAKB' iOllA 

Our fiteaventy Father has graciously Watched over the interests of 
this institution during another year, for which we return our earnest 
thanks. Through the aid of the Freedmen's Bureau, and the I reed- 
men's Aid Society of our own Church, we have been enabled to sup- 
port the orphans comfortably and give them school opportunities. 
There are present one hundred and ten children m the Home sixty 
of whom are boys and fifty are girls, which is an increase ot thirty 
over last year. During the year nine have died. The Home is under 
the matronage of Mrs. Roberts, who fills her position with affection 
and efficiency. Since mv last report the managers of the Home have 
erected large and substantial buildings on then- plantation on the 
Teche, near" Franklin, at a cost of $15,000, and which will accom- 
modate one thousand children. It is their intention to remove the 
orphans to their new Home the coming week, where they will have 
all that is necessary to their comfort and improvement Here they 
will be taught useful trades, receive a good education, and be imbued 
with the grace of the Holy Spirit, and it is confidently expected that 
out of their number will come forth good mechanics, well qualified 
school teachers, and successful ministers of the Gospel. 

It is proper that grateful acknowledgment be made of the timely 
aid the Home has received from General Howard, General Hatch, 
Dr. Bust, and other civil and military officers, who have taken a 
lively interest in the prosperitv of this institution of ineroy. 

J. P. NEWMAN, President. 



New Orleans, January 13, 18G9. 

J. P. Newman, chairman on the state of the country, offered the 
following report, which was adopted: 

To the Bishop and Members of the Louisiana Conference of the M. E. Church: 

Brethren — Your committee on the state of the country, from their 
stand- point — heie in this great center of the vast southwestern por- 
tion of our Federal Union, beg leave to submit the following 

EEPOET: 

We have no disposition, even if we could, to conceal from the 
world the fact, that, especially in this section of the Union, we have 
during the passed year gone through scenes of the most intense ex- 
citement, threatened revolution, violence and bloodshed ever before 
witnessed in this or any other country, as being simply incidental to 
a " civil" or "political contest" — a canvass for the Chief Magistracy 
of the nation. Indeed, during a part of the time, the church as well 
as the State, seemed to rock and reel as from the throes of a mighty 
earthquake — both were seen to totter their very base as if doomed to 
an overthrow, to make way for a reign of lawless confusion and anarchv; 
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in which "might would make right," And during those days of 
darkness and fearful suspense, it required strong faith id G<\d, and 
in the final decision of the American people, to enable even th<j most 
courageouse and resolute to " stand in their lot till the end of the 
days" of threatened assassinations — and, amidst it all, to rally around 
the flag' of the Union and the altars of the church. Bat a few Of 
those "immortal names which were not born to die," did thus rally, 
and kept the fires always burning on their altars, which were made 
radiant by their prayers, while they ceased not, day nor night, to call 
on the God of the nation for deliverance — ever praying for the peace 
of Jerusalem." 

And thanks be to Almighty God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
those days of darkners have passed — the earthquake shock is felt no 
more, and with glad hearts, we hail returning peace and quiet in all 
our borders. Yes, the contest is over — the battle fought, the victory 
i& won, at the ballot box of the nation, by the suffrages of the 
people; and to the joy of the whole country, if not the whole 
earth, General Ulyses S. Grant is proclaimed President elect of 
the United States of America, since which more than ever before, 
every citizen of this Kepublie, of whatever race or color, stands 
, erect in his conscious manhood, and with a lofty pride and a feeling 
of self security, says " Thank God, I am an American Citizen !" 

It is true, that in the fearful struggle, through which we have 
passed in our own State, some of our true men — <c men who dared 
to do or die" — and who were inspired by the spirit of our Revolution- 
ary Fathers, have fallen as martyrs to the cause of loyal devotion to 
the government, and to the church of God. All honor to their 
memory, and green be the grass that grows over their graves, for 
they fell nobly battling for the right, covered all over with glory. 
And we who survive, and now bask in the sunshine of returning 
peace and quiet, have reason to know, that in their case, the old 
proverb is pre-eminently true, that " the boocl of the martyrs is the 
seed of the church V And they " being dead, yet speak" — yes, speak 
in thunder tones, that the clamor of selfish, designing demagougues,- 
cannot stifle. The State owes these martyred heroes a debt of grati- 
tude, which may be met, in part, by making their surviving widows 
and orphans our honored wards, for the 'sake of their martyred, 
patriot, sires. 

But, from the more cheerful and hopeful stand-point of to-day, 
with the clarion voice of our chieftain in our ears, saying, "Let us 
nave Peace !" w T e would " let the dead past, bury its dead'' — and send 
greeting to the nation at large, that with glad hearts, we unite with 
the people of all the States, in ascriptions of praise to the Almighty 
God of nations, that we are permitted to hail the coming in of the year 
1889, as a year of jubilee; and can re-echo the songs of the angels — 
"Peace on earth, and good will to men I" And feel assured, in our 
i^eai*ts, that the whole American people are now ready to echo back 
the magic sentiment uttered by our hero, President elect— 4 ' Let us 
njwe p eace |» Thig ssnt i ment thrilled the heart of the nation when 
p was excitement and agitation around us; and was used as the 
battle cry in the canvass. . And already we begin to realize its first 
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fruits—even before our new President takes the reins of government. 
All this augurs to us that he who has shown himself to be <k first in 
war/' as the greatest General of the age, and whom the American 
people, by their votes, have just said is " first in the hearts of his 
countrymen," will ere long fill out for himself, a " fac simile/' of the 
finished portraiture of the " Father of his Country," by demonstrating 
that he is " First in Peace" as well as " First in war, and first in the 
hearts of his country. 

With this hopeful view of the present state of the country— and 
with such cheerful prospects before us, we submit this, our report, and 
the following resolutions for your adoption. 

Resolved, That with the profoundest thanksgiving and gratitude to 
Almighty God, we hail the pleasing prospect of returning peace and 
prosperity to our beloved country, and that we plight our faith, either 
to other, that, as American citizens, and ministers of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, we will do all in our power to promote " Peace on earth, and 
good will to men." 

2. Resolved, That recognizing, as we do, in General Ulyscs S. 
Grant, President elect, the brave soldier, the pure patriot, and wise 
statesman, we congratulate the nation on his triumphant election, as 
the precursor of, not only peace and prosperity, but of glorv and 
renown to the American Republic— and that we do not hesitate to 
pledge ourselves, in advance, to sustain Iris administration by our 
influence and our prayers, for the glory of God, and the best interests 
of all the people. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

New Orleans, January 14, 1869. 

xi N ® wman » Chairman of the Committee on Education, made 
the following report, which was adopted: 

KERORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION. 

The members of this conference early felt the importance of riving 
due consideration to the cause of education in the Southwest, and 
they have done what they could for its advancement. They have 
felt and manifested a* deep interest in the mental culture of our 
colored members, who for a long time, have been deprived of the 
means of education, anel who are to-day ignorant, not from lack of 
capacity but from lack of proper opportunities. The old notion that 
they are incapable of intellectual education is fairly refuted bv the 
progress made by their children. Where the doors of the school- 
house are open to them they enter with gladness, and acq^S- 
edge with commendable proficiency. But their means* KSovt 
meat are inadequate to the demand. In the eify T^BS 
there are not accommodations for one half of the educabl 3 

the destitution of teachers and school houses is absolutely appalling 
There ignorance is the rule and not the exception. There £ a laS 
per centage of persons in Louisiana, who can neithei read nor K 
than m any other State m the Union. The public eS3n proSS 
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by the State is chiefly confined to New Orleans, and not until recently 
has the Freedmen's Bureau displayed that zeal demanded by its 
mission and the times. Happily the new State Government will be 
the patron of learning, and the General Assembly will make such 
provisions as the pressing necessities of the case demand. The 
stability of a Republican government is in the intelligence of its 
constituency, and its highest form is attainable through and by its 
highest intellectual culture of the people. And to use the word 
Republican in a more restricted sense, it is equally true, then party 
Republicanism will rise or fall according to the intelligence or ignor- 
ance of its adherents. It is, therefore, eminently wise that" our 
present Legislature should mako liberal provision for education of 
all the children of the State, without distinction whatever. And 
under the superintendency of the Hon. T. W. Conway, we confidently 
anticipate the inauguration of a new era of learning in Louisiana. 

For the time being, our church must be the patron of public edu- 
cation. It is with pride and gratitude that we recall her successful 
efforts in this regard in the Northern States, and now implore her 
powerful aid in behalf of the South. 

The Freedmen's Aid Society has rendered us what assistance was 
practicable in the support of teachers for our Orphan's Home and 
for other schools connected with our church, but the supply has not 
been either in proportion to our demand or request. Yet we can not 
doubt, that its chief agent, Dr. Rust, has done what he could; and 
it is in view of his inability to do more a,nd the great importance of 
the enterprise of which he is the efficient head, that we now call the 
attention of the church to this subject, as one of vital moment to 
the cause of religious education in the South. If the Freedmen's 
Aid Society is properly supported, our church may give direction, 
and even acquire control of the educational interests in this section 
. of our country. ' 

Tour committee take great pleasure in reporting that, by a most 
nberal donation from parties outside of our own communion, we 
nave been enabled to secure a Normal school, to be under our abso- 
lute control, on the following conditions, viz: We are to furnish lots 
tor tne buildings and keep the school in operation, and the donating 
parties are to erect the buildings at a cost of from $12,000 to $15,000. 
inrough the aid of the Church Extension Society, we have secured 
toe lots, and through the Freedmen's Aid Society, the school is to be 
^pt in operation. The object of this Normal school is to qualify 
persons, male and female, to be teachers, who are to receive instruc- 
ts tree of cost. Of the necessity of such an institution we need 
not now speak, and of its great usefulness the conference is fully 



* f m A committee regret to report, that in consequence of the lack 
Insat 1° Pay the boardof Teligent students, the Thomson Biblical 
hV 1 no ^ Deen °P en during the past year; and this regret is 

dem°i e sensibl ? felt from the fact that our work in the Southwest 
whoT 1 t£ dUCated y oun £ men * Tlie memb ers of this conference, 
°uv m t ffl a( * van * a £ e °f a year's tuition in the institute, are among 
efficient pastors, and their success clearly shows the im- 



14 

portanceof reopening the institute at once. , We r^oice that the Gen- 
eral Missionary Committee at its late session in New York, i ecickl 
that missionaries may be appointed as teachers m Biblical mstitutes; 
and taking advantage of this decision, it is expected that this insti- 
tute will soon be open for the reception of students. 

The treasurer of the Thomson Biblical Institute reports, cash on 
hand, to the amount of $597 30. 

The committee also report that the Thomson Lniversity located 
on the Teche, near Franklin, has not been opened up to this time. 
But during the past year the officers were clnly elected m accordance 
with the provision of the charter, and that soine progress has been 
made toward the erection of suitable buildings upon the site of the 
future university. 

And in conclusion, we earnestly recommend that our preachers 
preach a sermon on education to their congregations, and take up a 
collection for the support of indigent students, who may attend our 
institute or university. 

J. P. Newman, Chairman of the Committee on Lay Delegation, 
offered the following, action on which was deferred: 



LAY DELEGATIONS. 



Wheklas, The lasfc General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, authorized the holding of an election in the month of June, 
1869, for the purpose of ascertaining the wishes of our people on the 
introduction of Lay Delegates into the General Conference; and 

Whereas, The necessary arrangements for holding said election 
are committed to the Quarterly Conference and pastor of each charge; 
therefore, 

1. fiesolced, That we, the members of the Louisiana Conference, 
favor the introduction of Lay Delegates into our General Conference, 
both as a bond of union between our pastors and their people, and as 
an element of spiritual, social and financial power. 

2. Resolved, That we will aid faithfully and impartially to execute 
the plan adopted by the General Conference, and will do our utmost 
to secure a full vote of our people on this important organic change 
in the polity of our church. 

W. M. Henry, Chairman of the Committee on Temperance, 
offered the following report, which was adopted: 

REPORT ON TEMPERANCE. 

Temperance in all things is necessary for man's greatest happiness 
and usefulness, and is enjoined by the word of God. Your com- 
mittee, however, understand that they are called upon at this time 
for a report on temperance, in the most popular sense of the term, 
that is, as regards the use of, and traffic in spirituous liquors. 

Intemperance is an evil of the greatest magnitude, and may well 
be regarded as the crying evil of our day. It is not an evil of recent 
origin. Its blightening curse has rested upon this fair earth for 
thousands, of years. Its operations, its distinctive features are ever 
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tte tom& As far back ill the Worlds history as th<* days' of 
King Solomon it was working destruction in the earth as now. 
That wise man's Warning was, "Be not among the wine-bibbers," 
"for the drunkard shall come to povert$" And he put forth the 
pertinent inquiry " who hath woe ? Who hath sorrow? Who hath 
contentions? Who hath redness of eyes ? They that tarry long 
at the wine; they that go to seek mixed wine." 

What better description than this do we need of the indulger of 
alcoholic drinks, of to-day? Now, as then, their use makes the silly, 
babbling, bruised and battered drunkard. 

The influence of spirituous liquors is so seductive, that before the 
indulger therein is aware, he has passed beyond the bounds of a 
moderate drinker, and has become a confirmed drunkard. Being 
bound by the chains of habit as firmly as by bands of steel. 

Like the ship sailing in the vicinity of the great maelstroom no 
danger is realized as they enter the charmed circle. To all appear- 
ance they are making rapid headway on their voyage, when, alas ! 
they are simply traversing a great circle, which having entered, there 
is little probability of their escape. Smaller become the circles, 
more rapid the motion, until the vortex is reached and the vessel is 
dashed down amid the rocks to destruction. Judging from past ob- 
servation, a similar fate awaits the majority of moderate drinkers. 
We feel, therefore, that there is no safety save in total abstinence. 

Though the unsuspecting youth may, only, at the first take a 
social glass with a few select friends and Ins screams be those of 
merriment, issuing from some gilded saloon where the wine has 
passed till all are free and witty; yet we may be assured that in 
time he will drink from the lowest dens of earth, where a few mis- 
erable beings meet to pass the midnight hour in drunken revelry 
and debauchery, and his screams assume the how r lings and wailings 
of a lost spirit, as in his mad delirium, inanimate objects are viewed 
as lost reptiles, and all about him serpents hiss and scowl. Truly, 
"at last it biteth like a serpent and stingeth like an adder. 7 ' 

And farther, the subject of intemperance is not the only sufferer. 
Father and mother, brothers and sisters, wife and children, all are 
compelled to share in the shame and poverty, the reproach and 
misery. 

Intemperance may be regarded as the source, directly or indirect- 
ly) of most of the crime that fills the land. We could scarcely com- 
prehend the figures that would express the vast amount of evil 
resulting therefrom; the ruined fortunes, the blighted intellects, the 
desolate homes, the ruined hopes, the blasted reputations and char- 
acters, and above all the millions of lost and eternally ruined souls, 
or the word of God is "No drunkard shall inherit the Kingdom of 
Heaven. )l 

Whereas, Regarding intemperance as an unmixed and unmitigated 
condemed by the word of God, the discipline of our church, 

m eason of man ; and 

I ^ ereas > Its brightening curse is apparently spreading over the 
to, instead of lessening its domain, we therefore respectfully sub- 
mthQ blowing resolutions: 



L Mwived> Ufaai We, the members of the Xjgttimana Annual Uou : 
ference do hereby declare ourselves the uncompromising enemies o 
intemperence, and wo hereby pledge ourselves to give our voice and 
influence against the liquor traffic, and to prevail upon our people to 
"touch not, taste not, handle not the unclean thing. 

2 Revolved, That each pastor be required to preach on the sub- 
iect of Temperence, at all of his appointments, at least twice dur- 
ing the year, instructing the people in the rule of our church dis- 
cipline, as regards the buying, selling or drinking of spirituous 
liquors. ' , A . _ _ , 

W. M. Henry, Chairman of the Committee on the Freedrnens 
Aid Society, offered the following report, which was adopted: 

KEPOET OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE FREEDMEN'S AID SOCIETY 
OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

The Freedmen's Aid Society of the Methodist Episcopal Ckuch 
was organized in I860 by a Convention of ministers and laymen of 
our Church. Since its organization it has expended more than sixty 
thousand dollars in supporting schools throughout the South, which 
otherwise would not have existed. More than twelve thousand 
pupils have been enrolled in the schools receiving moral as well as 
intellectual instruction. 

It has supplemented the Missionary Society and the Church Exten- 
sion Society, doing much towards the extension of Methodism. Its 
work, however, is far from being completed, and not until each of 
the Southern States have enacted laws providing for the education 
of the colored people, should it cease its benefactions. 

This Society has received the sanction of the Board of Bishops of 
our Church, and of most of the annual Conferences, and its objects 
are such as to recommend it to the favorable notice of all to whom 
it may be presented. Wherefore, your Committee recommend the 
adoption of the following preamble and resolutions: 

Whereas, The Freedman's Aid Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church having for its object the education, intellectually and morally 
of the poor and needy throughout the South; and whereas, this 
Society has prosecuted it work with much Christian zeal and with 
great discretion, thereby securing the confidence of the highest 
authorities of our Church and the confidence of the Government; 
therefore be it 

1. Resolved, That we, the members of the Louisiana Annual Con- 
ference do hereby heartily endorse the Freedmen's Aid Society of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, and tender our thanks for the timely 
aid we have received therefrom. 

2. Resolved, That we recommend it to all the benevolent minded 
as worthy of their munificence, and we declare ourselves willing 
cordially to co-operate with its officers in securing to its treasury 
the funds which its importance demands and alsoln securing suc- 
cess to its schools. 

3. Resolved, That on recommendation of the General Conference 
we will place the Freedmen's Aid Society of our Church upon our 
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tut of annual collections, and will at some convenient time during 
the year present the claims of this cause to our people, and take a 

collection. 

4. Resolved, That each preacher of this Conference shall be re- 
quired to state the amount raised for the Freedmen's Aid Society at 
our next session, in connection with the moneys reported for the 
Missionary and Church Extension Societies. 

5. Ibsolved, That we extend to Rev. Dr. Bust, the Secretary of the 
Society, who now represent, a cordial invitation to address the Con- 
ference on the object and interest of the Society at such time as he 
shall deem most expedient, 

Eev. Dr. Rust, Secretary of the Freedman's Aid Society, ad- 
dressed the Conference in reference to the subject of education and 
the work of the Society which he represented. 

On motion, a collection was taken to defray the expense* of minis- 
ters who were not provided with places of entertainment, which col- 
lection resulted in the sum .of five dollars and fifty cents. 

The Conference adjourned with singing and the benediction. 



FOURTH DAY'S SESSION. 

Saturday, January 14. 

Conference assembled at the usual hour. 
Religious services conducted by R K. Diossy. 
Recommendations to the traveling connection were then pre- 
sented. L 

bamuel Armistoad being recommended to the traveling connection 
by the Quarterly Conference of Shreveport Circuit, and favorably 
represented, was admitted. 

He was also recommended for elder's order, and was elected. 

Morris C. Cole was recommended to the traveling connection by 
we Quarterly Conference of Ames Church, and was admitted. 

Josiak Fisk was recommended to the traveling connection by the 
Quarterly Conference of Ames Church, and was admitted. 

The Bishop remarked that the Conference had a claim on the 
chartered fund of about twenty-five dollars. 

^n motion, a draft was ordered for the same. 

R. K. Diossy, Chairman of the Committee on Sunday Schools, 
presented the following report, which was adopted: 
To the Louisiana Annual Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church: 

The Committee on Sunday Schools present the following report : 

«Uj past conference year has been a season of perplexity and ad- 
Sy ^ eyer y inter est of the church; wicked men have striven 
n ar y° hinder the good work in which we have been engaged. The 
>unclay School cause has suffered in some respects, although our 
Feachers entered at the beginning of the year with much zeal upon 

e work of gathering the children, and when practicable, organizing 
mem into schools. 

3 
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A mmka interest in this important department of ministerial 
labor was manifest tlirougliout the Conference; many of the mini, 
ters statedly preached to the children of their charges, and a number 
of new schools were started. 

When the time of persecution commenced, many ot t lie country 
schools were broken up, teachers were driven off, treated with indig- 
nity and in some cases brutally murdered. Their pastors could only 
visit these sections by stealth and at the peril of their lives: 

It is however, encouraging to find from the statistics of the Con- 
ference', that while fewer Sunday Schools are reported, the number 
of scholars is much larger than last year. 

As heretofore the preachers have found that in many places the 
only means of access to the people, of gaining their confidence, and 
sometimes even of getting permission to remain in a neighborhood, 
was for the preacher to give a large share of his attention to the 
children. 

It is a great hindrance to our Sunday School work, that qualified 
christian "men and women cannot be persuaded to go into the coun- 
try and labor for Christ among the poor; even the inducement of 
comfortable support has been insufficient. 

Your committee would use this opportunity to urge upon our 
Methodist and other christian people the duty of consecration in this 
direction, this would be practical holiness of a most profitable char- 
acter. We have to-day good church buildings and large schools, to 
which we would welcome such helpers in the work of religious and 
secular education, and where they would be supported. For every 
hundred children now gathered by us into the Sunday School, to 
learn the way to heaven, we could easily have a thousand, if teachers 
could be obtained to instruct them. 

We would respectfully call the attention of. every member of Con- 
ference to the resolutions on Sunday Schools, passed at previous 
sessions, and ask that the preachers be strictly examined as to their 
faithfulness in observing the rules of discipline on this subject. 

Respectfully submitted, 

R. K. DIOSSI, 
E. WILLIAMS, 
S. M. SMALL. 

The place for holding the next session of the Conference was fixed 
at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at such time as the Bishops shall r- 
point. 

Dr. Newman read from the report of the Church Extension So- 
ciety of the Methodist Episcopal Church, after which the Conference 
proceeded to organize a Conference Church Extension Society auxili- 
ary to the parent Society at Philadelphia; said Society, consisting of 
five ministers and four laymen, as follows: Rev. J. P. NeWJP 0 ) 
President; Rev. A. Ross, Vice President; Rev. M. C. Cole, Secretary; 
Rev. R. K. Diossy, Corresponding Secretary; F. J. Eniley, Treasurer; 
Chas. McCrea, Alexander Scott, and Yorrick Campbell. 
, The Conference proceeded to the election of a Board of Trustees 
for the Thomson Biblical Institute, consisting of J. P. Newman, S 
Chhin, R K. Diossy, James Hayward, and C. Williams. 
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The Bishop made some remarks in regard to missionary collec- 
tions, stating that what the church gave towards the support of 
missions was not from any funds that the church has on fcah I, but 
that it was collected from the various societies of the chur h. Such 
was the case also with the aid by the Church Extension S< oioi v. He 
urged all to do their share in supplying the missionary trc isilr^ 
with funds. 

On motion the apportionment of moneys to be raised for the Mis- 
sionary Society and Church Extension Society was left with the 
Presiding Elders. 

James M. Bryant who was delayed in coming to conference, having 
arrived, made a statement in regard to his work during the past 
year. 

On motion, the subject of lay delegation was taken up, and after 
some discussion, was unanimously adopted. 

Rev. Dr. Doremus, Agent of the Southwestern Bible Society was 
introduced to the conference. Presenting the christian salutation of 
the society, he addressed them on the interests of said society; its 
liberality in supplying weak Sabbath schools, and persons of too 
limited means to purchase, with Bibles and Testaments, and offered 
the assistance of the society to all the members of the conference. 

Rev. Dr. Walden, assistant Book Agent, addressed the conference 
on the subject of our church periodicals and other church literature, 
which remarks were listened to with much interest. 

The minutes were read and approved. 

Rev. A. Rose, of the committee on public worship, announced the 
appointments for preaching. 

The Bishop announced the names of the elders and deacons to be 
ordamed to-morrow. 

Conference adjourned with the doxology and benediction. 



FIFTH DAY'S PKOCEEDINGS. 

Monday, January 18, 1869. 

The conference convened at the usual hour. 

Religious sendees conducted by Emperor Williams. 
mnl ' J~ flossy, chairman of the committee on church extension, 
«e the Mowing report: 

To the Louisiana Conference, January, 18G9. 

. The committee on church extension would respectfully report that 
Judgment, there is no subject before the conference that so 
elation f e i'f s ^ s ns \ as tne means of providing church accommo- 
inn^ 8 J multitude in this conference territory, who are thronsf- 

£ U \ religi0US illstl ™tion. 
a nd poo 1 ' 6 X i - S £ a ^ ler tnem * n fi^d^ i 11 groves, in old sugar houses 
°f Ders F S 7 1 . an ^ es ' ^ iev submit to all inconveniencies and every sort 
l secution for their love to our church, and without our care, 
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must be left to barbarism or a bondage of an ecclesiastic a! character, 
little better than that endured by them m the past. 

Almost the only hindrance to our work here, is the want of houses 
for Divine worship, while the poverty of our people and other causes, 
make it impossible for us to provide them. 

In many populous parishes there is no protestant place of worship, 
and in others where they exist, no room is found for ( rod s poor; in 
the most favored localities such accommodations uro very inadequate 
and we look around with much discouragement, for the means of 
entering the wide doors of usefulness God has opened to the church. 

Several churches already built, are straggling with debt, a few 
hundred dollars only, but too great for them in their poverty to re- 
move. A piece of land has been purchased in some places, but no 
means can be obtained to erect a house, while still other societies 
could build if help was afforded to purchase the ground. 

The committee has received from several of the preachers, state- 
ments of the wants of their circuits, which wo would refer to the 
Conference Church Extension Society, just organized, asking then- 
prompt and earnest attention to them. 

We would notice with gratitude to God the Church Extension 
Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, of which Rev. Bishop 
Simpson is President, as an agency second only to the "Missionary 
Society, in value to the church, and especially to our great Southern 
work. 

The missionary must have a shelter to which he may call the 
people, and without it his labor in some places is vain, both in time 
and means, while in other places it fails to accomplish what is 
desired. 

The circular of the society with notice of the amount assigned to 
our conference to raise, came to us in the midst of our poverty and 
persecution; it has met with a very faint response. The assessment 
for this year will be one thousand dollars, which is less than ten 
cents per member, and which we are sanguine will be raised. 

"We are promised the sum of five thousand dollars from the society 
this year, and in no conference of the connection can this amount 
accomplish more good. We could use to great advantage a hundred 
thousand; indeed, this sum would scarcely meet our pressing wants; 
and it is hoped that some providential means will be found of supply- 
ing a much larger sum than that appropriated by the Church Extension 
Society to our conference. 

We offer for the consideration of the conference the following 
resolutions : 

1. Resolved, That we gratefully acknowledge the aid already 
granted to us by the Conference Extension Society; and that we 
recognize said society as a timely and powerful auxiliary in the es- 
tablishment of the Eedeemer's Kingdom. 

2. Resolved, That we will use every effort in our power to collect 
the assessment upon our charges, by the Presiding Elders, for this 
society during the year. 

3. Resolved, That we will redouble ovu* efforts to have landpw" 
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chased, and buildings erected for churches, parsonages and school 
houses upon the fields of labor assigned us. 

Respectfully submitted, 

R. K. DIOSSY, 
E. P. ROYAL, 
E. GREEK 

Rev. S. M. Stiles, Agent of the Church Extension Society, ad- 
dressed the Conference on the operations of the society, after which 
the report was adopted. 

Dr. Newman presented the following resolution, which, on motion, 
was adopted. 

Resolved, That our Presiding Elders in the country parishes shall 
take np a quarterly collection at each of the appointments on their 
districts to defray their traveling expenses, and that they shall make 
a report of said collections to this Conference at its next session. 
/Dr. Newman presented the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Whereas, We learn that the Rev. W. M. Henry is to be transferred 
from this to another Conference; and whereas, his association with 
us as fellow laborer has endeared him to us, therefore 

Besolved, That we highly appreciate the zeal, devotion, and many 
labors of our dear brother in the Master's cause; that w r e take great 
pleasure in saying that whether as a pastor or as^assistant editor of 
the New Orleans Advocate, or in the performance of a multitude of 
duties of almost every kind, which our mission here demanded, he 
has displayed a willingness and a joy which are worthy of imitation; 
and that we now commend him to God and to the fellowship of the 
ehurch. 

Dr. Newman presented one hundred dollars to W. M. Henry, in 
behalf of a friend, to defray his expenses to his new field of labor. 

E. K. Diossy, Chairman of the Committee on Statistics, offered the 
following report, which, on motion, was adopted : 

To the Louisiana Annual Conference, July, 1869: 

The Committee on Statistics deem it proper to state on presenting 
their report, that the peculiar circumstances of the work during the 
Conference year, have made the duty of preparing the statistics more 
than usually difficult. Having been driven from many appointments, 
their people in some places scattered, and in many cases, without 
means of preparing full reports, the preachers have presented very 
meagre accounts of their work. It is due to them to say, that this 
is not their fault, as it has been of late dangerous to travel through 
some of the parishes. They have reported the members so far as 
possible, but they state that when quiet fully returns, it will be found 
that many hundreds of their people, though separated from their 
pastors and greatly discouraged, have been true to the church and to 
God, and will hereafter appear in the reports of the preachers. 

These facts will explain the apparent or temporary loss in other 
items of our report. For instance the collections, and money raised 
for other religious purposes, and on the number of Sunday schools. 
The number of scholars is greatly increased from the additional care 
devoted to the central [points. Conversions have been even more 
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numerous, troublesome times rather increasing the zeal of the 
peachers and members than otherwise. The Missionary and Church 
Extension Society's collections have largely increased, the people be- 
coming more acquainted with these societies and feeling grateful for 
their benefactions. The hard times has also affected very little the 
circulation of our church paper, \the New Orleans Advocate^and 
more Sunday school papers have been taken than during the previous 
year. The church property has been increased about seventeen 
thousand dollars — new buildings have been erected and on others im- 
provements have been made. It has been found necessary to reduce 
the estimate of value placed at last Conference upon several churches, 
at least twenty thousand dollars having been deducted on account of 
an over estimate at that time. 

It will be remembered that our report is only < >f the work in Louis- 
iana, and the gains mentioned are upon the charges in the New Or- 
leans and Opelousas Districts, as published in last Conference 
minutes. 

We have a gain of nearly three thousand members, and a moral 
increase in strength which cannot be computed. To the great head 
of the church be glory for His blessing upon us. Daniels God has 
been with his people in their trials and delivered them gloriously 
Respectfully submitted, 

R. K. DIOSSY. 



Statistics of the Louisiana Mission Conference, Reported it the First Annual Session, January, 1869. 



CHURCHES AND CHARGES. 



Southern New Orleans District. 

Ames Church 

Fourth District 

Sixth Street 

Wesley Chapel 

First Street 



Summary... 



Northern New Orleans District. 

Marias Street 

Laharpe Street 

Poet Street 

Jefferson 

Carrollton 

Camp Parapet 

Baton Rouge 

Clinton 

Campbell's ChapeL 

Mandeville 

Live Oak 

MpaingnoKl 



Summary.. 



Opelousas District. 

Donaldsonville 

Thibodaux 

Houma 

Franklin 

St. Martinsville 

Opelousas 

Holmesville 

Alexandria 

Natchitoches , 

Shreveport 

Ouachita 

Morehouse 



Summary 5920 783 
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grand summary. 



Members 10,572 

Probationers 1,965 

Local Preachers 128 

Adults Baptized 1,116 

Infants Baptized 994 

Conversions 1,002 

Deaths 123 

Churches '. '. '. '. . '. . . . ...... ... 27 

Parsonages 3 

School Houses V." 8 



Probable Value, 

Collections for Bible Society..., 

Missionary Society 

Sunday School Union 

Tract Society 

Church Extension Society 

Number of Sunday Schools 

Officers and Teachers 

Scholars ■'• 

Volumes in Library 



,.1....$166,200 00 

21 00 

164 10 
29 05 
19 50 
19 50 
48 
169 
3604 
1316 



Advocates taken 531 

Sunday School Papers taken 

Total of Money raised $16,584 10 

Members and Probationers 12,537 

Members and Probationers last year 

Gain 2 ' 322 



/ On motion of Dr. Newman, the item in the report oft statistics m 
/ferring to the New Orleans Advocate as "our Church paper/' was 
stricken out, leaving it simpl^/New Orleans Advocate^ 
v Dr. Newman stated that he did not by thiB action yield his claim 
nor his opinion, but simply moved the change because the agents did 
not propose to publish the paper. 

He made some remarks in reference to the course pursued by the 
Advocate in the past, and intimated what its course would be in the 
future. 

Several of the ministers spoke in enthusiatic terms of the great 
benefit resulting to our work and to the colored people from the out- 
spoken manner of the Advocate, declaring that under no circumstances 
should it be discontinued. 

/ Kev. Dr. Walden, Assistant Book Agent, also made remarks on 
the Advocate and on other church periodicals. 

The Bishop handed the following to the Secretary to be recorded 
in the minutes. 

I hereby certify that Eugene P. Royal, Ebeneezer Hayward, Sam- 
uel Armistead, Edward Jackson, James R. Fennor, and James Hay- 
ward, were by me ordained Elders, and that Frank Manago, Anna- 
nias A. Fraer, Marshall Smith, John Wesley, John Sparks, William 
Jones, Henry Grimes, John Boyd, George Washington, Andrew 
Harrison, Isaac Hayward, and George Washington second, were by 
me ordained Deacons, on yesterday, January IT, 1869. 

M. SIMPSON. 

On motion, K. K. Diossy, M. C. Cole and A. Boss were appointed 
a committee on the publication of the minutes. 

W. M. Henry, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, reported that 
he had examined the accounts of J. P. Newman, and that all moneys 
received by him from the Missionary Society had been paid out for 
the purposes for which they were specified. And that he had exam- 
ined the accounts of B. K. Diossy, and of the moneys received by 
him from the Missionary Society there yet remained in his hands a 
balance of four hundred and four dollars unexpended, which balance 
he was ordered by the Conference to pay over to Bishop Simpson for 
the Missionary Society. 

W. M. Henry made his report as Treasurer of the Conference, 
showing a balance on hand of ten dollars, which had been collected 
to meet the incidental expenses of the Conference. 

He also reported forty-five dollars on hand, being the balance of 
the missionary contingent fund of last year for the Opelousas Dis- 
trict, which the Conference at the last session ordered to be paid 
him. This amount the Conference now directed him to pay to Bishop 
Simpson. 

The balance of the contingent fund for the New Orleans District 
for the same year, amounting to thirty dollars, which was also to be 
paid to the Conference Treasurer, not being yet paid him, he was or- 
dered to draw on the former Presiding Elder, N. L. Brakeman, for 
the amount, and when received remit to the Missionary Treasurer at 
New York. 
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VV. M. Henry, Treasurer of Conference, offered his resignation 
which was accepted, and M. C. Cole waB elected to fill the vacancy. 

J. P. Newman, of the Committee on Missions, made the following 
report on missions, which was adopted: 

The Committee on Missions made the following report, which was 
adopted : 



New Orleans district « • §1500 

Laharpe street 200 

Poet street 300 

Jefferson 100 

Carroll ton and Parapet 100 

Gretna and Campbell Chapel 100 

Total $2300 

Baton Kouge district $800 

Baton Eouge 100 

Clinton 100 

West Baton Kouge 150 

Bayou Sara 200 

Mandeville 200 

Shady Grove 100 

Total $1650 

Lafourche district $800 

Donaldsonville 100 

Napoleon 100 

Thibodaux 100 

Houma 100 

Brash car 100 

Franklin 100 

St. Martinsville 100 



Total i $1500 

Opelousas district §800 

Natchitoches 100 

Sabine , 100 

Alexandria 150 

Marks ville 150 

Holmesville , 100 

Opelousas , 150 

Vermillionville 150 

Total ! • §1700 

Shreveport district $800 

St. Pauls 100 

Mansfield 100 



Bossier. lOO 

Monroe 150 

Bastrop... 125 

Carroll 125 



Total $1500 

Contingent Fund 350 

Total $9000 

R K. DI03SY, Secretary, 
i 

The vacancies occurring in the Board of Trustees of the Thompson 
Biblical Institute were filled as follows : John Page, F. J. Emley and 
A. Ross. 

Doctor Newman gave out a notice for a nleeting of the said Board 
of Trustees. 

R. K. Diossy offered the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That from the necessity a;nd desire we feel for improve- 
ment in education and other ministerial qualifications, we recommend 
that in each Presiding Elder's District a ministerial association be 
organized, which shall hold monthly meetings, for counsel and friendly 
criticism, in order to improve ourselves as christian ministers. 

The minutes were read and approved. 

The two hundred and twenty-first hymn was sung. 

Prayer was offered by W. M. Henry, followed by the Bishop. 

Before reading the appointments Bishop Simpson said: 

BISHOP SIMPSON'S CLOSING REMARKS. 

I desire to say before reading the appointments and closing the 
Conference, that I have been greatly gratified at meeting this Con- 
ference again after a lapse of two years. I am gratified because the 
TOk has prospered so greatly. I can see in the Conference indica- 
tions of increasing strength and stability. 

Not only is the the work improving, but in the mode of doing 
business you are evidently gaining more facility and more order. 
And, notwithstanding, the Mississippi Conference has been set off 
from you during the past year, you are still larger and stronger and 
manifest more of the elements of vigorous growth than two years 
ago. 

I am gratified also, in marking the improvement that has been 
made, notwithstanding the severe trials through which you have 
passed. From what I had heard before coming here, and what I have 
!^ arne(i sm ce coming among you, it could hardly have been supposed 
mat the work could have been advanced in the midst of your trials 
ancl P ers ecutions. With your lives in your hands and your enemies 
grayed against you, it seems strange that God has preserved his 
cuurch; but that God who dwelleth in the bush and yet it has not 

een burned, dwells among you, though llaming fire be around you. 
4 
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You all feel, I think, as we all ought to feel, gratified to Alinigktj 
God for his protecting care. And I do rejoice that no member of 
this Conference has fallen daring the year. 

Now, that you prepare to go out to your fields of labor again, I 
congratulate you upon the improved condition of your surroundings. 
God seems to be giving you an era of peace. I think opportunities 
of enlarged usefulness are opening up before you. Measure up to 
them. Prepare for active exertion. Give yourselves wholly to your 
work. Study your Bibles. Learn to be workmen that need not be 
ashamed, rightly divining the word of truth. Study how to preach 
to the people — how to gain access to their hearts. Educate the chil- 
dren in ali parts of the work. ^ Talk to them at home. Be kind to 
them. Claim the little children for Jesus, for they belong to him. 
We may not be able to get old sinners to bow before Christ, but 
when on earth Jesus took little children in his arms, and he claims 
them ever since, and as we go out in the name of Jesus we are to 
take care of the little children wherever we go, nnd lead them to 
Jesus even if the older sinners cannot be prevailed upon to bow to 
him. 

Then, again, brethren, study the machinery of the church— all of 
it. Where you have local preachers, set them at work. Where you 
have exhorters, get them to assist you. Train the class leaders to 
work. Get the men and women of your charges to do all they can 
for Jesus. Kemember a church cannot prosper fully until every man 
and woman has something to do. This large membership here in 
some of your churches— I rejoice that God has given you so many, 
yet I fear sometimes that they are not doing for Jesus what they 
ought to do; there are so many of them that they are almost in each 
others' way sometimes. It requires great skill to make large churches 
work, but where they are smaller you can set every man and woman 
to work more easily. When churches grow so immensely large, 
sometimes it causes many drones to gather into the hive. Now, stir 
up the membership everywhere, and set them at work. Get the 
women to visit the poor and sick, and talk to them about Jesus. 
Induce the men to do something for Christ and to prevail on their 
associates and friends to come to Jesus. Methodism is this-"all 
at it, and always at it/'— every man and woman in the church at 
work for the master. This is true Methodism; this is true Christianity. 
Study then how to get every man and woman at work Home min- 
isters are very successful themselves— they lead the singing they lead 
the class .they superintend the Sunday School, and do almost every 
part of the work themselves. Now that is a mistake. 1 do not want 
?wL m M S ' t0 «° lGSSj b \ Tt t0 S et th e People to do more. Let 
22Sn 2n $ g « 6y CaU ai & there «till be enough for 
} u? fl T? U ai "1 - the ? ? nerals ' Tlle ^neral does not attempt to 
do allthe%htmg himself, but he sets'every part of the arn v in 
order-he gets the colonels, majors, captains, lieutenants' ensigns, 
and coiioorais all of them at work. And it is only Xn an army 
is thus drilled that much headway can be made ao^The enemy. 
Now do you arrange your work so. Get sS^toSlftvS 
mg, somebody to lead class, and somebody to suplrhi taid the Sim- 
day School as soon as you can. 1 CXA1Alt;ULl mc 
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If no one among your people can sing, if no one among them can 
superintend the Sunday school, if no one can lead class, you must, 
of course; hut, just as soon as you can, get somebody to do ;tll the 
work that is to be done, except preaching the gospel, and got your 
local preachers to help you in surrounding neighborhood i i that; 
and thus get all the church nt work, and you will giro life and 
power and energy to the whole system. This is the great secret. 
Some men, quiet and calm themselves, set everything in motion and 
keep it in motion. The engineer that sits on the locomotive does 
not make much fuss, but he lets on the steam, and the locomotive 
flies ahead and draws the cars with it. I Now, get all your machinery 
just right; get it at work, put on -the steam, let it go ahead and 
draw the great cars and people on to salvation. 

In arranging our work this year we have endeavored to send out 
ministers to all parts of the State. We have divided up the districts 
and are placing a number of brethren on the districts in different 
parts of the State, so that if possible, we may find every neighbor- 
hood in every parish, and this, year preach Jesus all over Louisiana. 

I want to say to these brethren who shall be appointed Presiding 
Elders, that I shall expect them to study all their districts and rind 
out every place that can be reached and how we can get to them. 
Visit them, as far as you can yourselves, and then send local preachers 
and exhorters, and get societies organized everywhere all over the 
work. This is what we desire — that every parish in Louisiana, shall 
this year, have live churches organized in it then. 

Then, you who arc appointed to charges, it is not for you to go into 
the town and preach to one congregation merely, but to do all the 
good you can. Go out around; preach on week day evenings and 
Sunday afternoons where you can get a congregation. Kemember, 
you are not just to take care of that town congregation, but to 
spread yourselves all through the country. You are sent out to be 
messengers of Jesus Christ, and to find the people wherever they 
are. And in the towns you are not simply to stand upon your 
dignity and preach in the church and let the poor people, out of the 
church, perish, but go visit the poor and needy, go out into the 
alleys and highways and invite the people to come to Christ. Or- 
ganize visiting committees, and send them out; go out yourself and 
try to find people that will come and hear the gospel of the Son ot 
God. And if the people see that you are working all the time for the 
Lord's cause, they will learn to love you, and will crowd to hear you, 
and your houses will not hold the people that shall come to listen to 
your ministry. By thus attending to all parts of your work, I think 
you will see God reviving his work among you. 

One thing more I will commend to you, and that is, if you una in 
any village, town or country which you visit, backsliders, be especially 
careful of them. In removing to strange places our members wander 
away sometimes. Men in the church here move to yonder other 
parish, and being strangers do not unite with the church. Follow 
them up; find who they are; go after them and bring them back to 
Christ if you can, for it you let those who were once members wander, 
why should God send more members ? If you do not take care ot 
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those whom you have had, why should more members be put in 
your care ? When I look at the church and see how many are wan- 
dering away, I sometimes feel as though God could hardly revived 
work greatly among us until we go out and hunt up the lost sheepof 
the house of Israel. Then God will send more to us; and, as far as 
I have observed, the greatest revivals have commenced by this atb- 
tion to those who were wandering away. Go out after the prodigal 
sons and bring them back if you can. God will help you in your 
work of faith and labor of love. 

And now brethren may I ask you to remember me in your petitions 
at the throne of grace? As I go traveling over the country I an 
necessarily exposed to accidents, diseases and dangers. God, thus 
far, has wonderfully taken care of me and my colleague. 

Pray that he still may have us under his watchful providence, and 
if it be, his holy will, that w T e may be spared to do a little more rai 
for his cause before we are called away, and I will not cease to pray 
for you, brethren, that God may be with you. May he preserve von: 
lives this year, and the lives of your wives and your little ones: h 
they be precious in his sight. May he give you a year of holy 
triumph and great rejoicings. But if in the order of his providence, 
death should visit your families and take any member away, may lit 
be prepared for the solemn change, and may you have grace to bo* 
with submissive hearts mider the providence of God. Or, if yon 
yourselves, brethren, shall be called to lie down in death during th 
year, God help you to die in peace, May it be said of you that yon 
have fallen at your posts. May you be able to lean your head a 
Jesus's breast and breathe your life out sweetly there* 

Now a year or two more on earth or a year or two more in glory 
is of very little moment to us if our work is done. God help us so 
to live and labor here that he may say to us art last: "Weft done, 
good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." 

The Bishop then read the following 

APPOINTMENTS : 

New Obleans District.— E. K. Diossy, Presiding Elder. 
New Orleans, Ames Church, J. P. Newman. 
First street, S. M. Small. 
Marais street, E. P. Eoyal. 
Laharpe street, Scott Chinn. 
Fourth District. M. C. Cole. 
Poet street, Evans Green. 
S&th street, to be supplied. 
j/Oefferson, Joseph Gould. 
Carrollton and Camp Parapet, E. Hodge 
Gretna and Campbell Chapel, Wm. P Forrest 
L^ounciiE DisTEicT.-Anthony Eoss, Presiding Elder. 
New Orleans, Wesley Chapel, to be supplied. ♦ 
Donaldsonville, William Murrell 
Thibodaux, Henry Grimes. 
Houma, John Wesley. 
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Franklin, Thomas Kennedy. 
St, Martinsville, J. M. Bryant. 
Brashear, Josiah Fisk and John Sparky. 
Napoleonville, to be suj)plied. 
Plaquemine, to be supplied. 

Baton Kouge District.— Henry Green, Presiding Elder. 

Baton Eouge, James Hayward. 

West Baton Rouge, Frank Manage 

Clinton, Presley Yarborough. 

Mandeville, Levi Johnson. 

Shady Grove, Amos Gunby. 

Ascension, to be supplied. 

Springfield, to be supplied. 

Bayou Sara, Samuel Lewis. 

Opelousas District.— Emperor Williams, Presiding Elder. 

Opelousas, Felix Landre. 

Alexandria, John Lea. 

Holmesville, Abram Hilton. 

Marksville, E. Jackson. 

Vermillionville, Samuel Osborne. 

Calcasieu, to be supplied. 

Rapides, to be supplied. 

Natchitoches, Ebeneezer Hayward. 

Sabine, to be supplied. 

Shreveport District. — J. M. Vance, President Elder. 

Shreveport, St. Paul, Samuel Armistead. 

Shreveport, St. James, to be supplied. 

Mansfield, George Washington. 

Bossier, to be supplied. 

Monroe, James K. Fennor. 

Bastrop, Charles Downs. 

CarrottfHenry Sims. 

Ouachita, to be supplied. 

William M. Henry transferred to the New York Conference. 
Adjourned with the benediction by the Bishop. 

M. SIMPSON, President. 

<J. P. Newman, Secretary. 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE THIRD SESSION 

OF THE 

MISSISSIPPI MISSION CONFERENCE. 



The following resolution was offered at the late session of the 
Louisiana Conference, and unanimously adopted: 

Whereas, It is important that the history of our church in Louis- 
iana should be correctly recorded; and whereas, the official minutes 
of this conference furnish the only authorized data for such history, 
and whereas, the published minutes of this conference for 1868, 
contain many historical, statistical and personal errors, therefore, 

Resolved, That we authorize the Kev. W. M. Henry to republish 
the minutes of this conference, for 1868, as at present recorded in 
the journal of the conference. 

K K MOSSY, 
EMPEKOR WILLIAMS. 



FIRST DAY'S PROCEEDINGS. 

The Conference convened at the Marais street Methodist Episcopal 
Church, New Orleans, La., December 19, 1861, at nine o'clock, 
oishop Ames, presiding. 

The Bishop opened the session by reading a Scripture lesson, sing- 
m g and prayer. 

Rev. J. P. Newman, secretary of the previous session, called the 
roll, and the following brethren answered to their names. 

ELECriVE ELDERS. 

J. P. Newman, James Lynch, A. C. McDonald, 

L. Brakeman, W. M. Henry, Scott Chinn, 

xkt ^ ioss ^ Anthony Koss, Henry Green. 
N. Darnell, J 

DEACONS OF THE SECOND YEAR. 

Emperor Williams, Thos. Kennedy, S. M. Small, 

uwdy Ryan, Wm, Murrell, J. M. Bryant, 

BEACONS OF THE FIRST YEAR. 

Eugene Eoyal, Edward Jackson, Miles Proctor, 

il l n n ' Eb en. Hayward, Thos. Anderson, 

Joseph Uould, j ames B Fennor, Moses Adams, 

C*T^' d > Talbott Gibbs, John Jones, 

SoSfe L6V - Baker ' Wn, Holmes. 
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Kev. J. P. Newman, D. and Kev. James Lynch wore ouch 
nominated for the secretaryship. Kev. J anies Lynch was chosen 

Mr Baldwin, the donor for the site for educational purposes, on the 
Teche river, was introduced, and on motion of Dr. Newman was in- 
cited to take part in the discussion on the subject of education, 
whenever it should be presented. 

The examination of effective elders was then taken up. 

Kev N L. Brakeman. presiding elder of the New Orleans District, 
gave a statement of the work thereon, showing a large increase in 
membership and great improvement temporally and spiritually 

Kev. J. P. Newman represented his church, which, though de- 
pendant for a congregation on a transient population, was enjoying 
a great state of prosperity. He alluded with touching pathos to his 
personal afflictions and the Divine consolations that had enabled hffl 
to bear them. The Missionary Society has appropriated thirty thou- 
sand dollars, and the Church Extension Society one thousand dollars. 

Kev. W. M. Henry had been surrounded by the most embarrassing 
circumstances, but still succeeded to an extent that called for great 
thankfulness. 

Kev A. C. McDonald said in his charge there had been some pros- 
perity. In a short time they had bought a church for five thousand 
dollars. The church and ground are worth six thousand five hun- 
dred dollars. 

Kev. K. K. Diossy, presiding elder of Opelousas District, said that 
the first six months were marked by great prosperity. After that 
the yellow fever held high carnival for several months, and the 
people .were sorely afflicted. He had paid much attention to Sabbath 
schools. The ministers mainly had been faithful. Colored minis- 
ters had ministered religiously to both white and black. 

Kev. W. N. Darnell, presiding elder Mississippi District, reported 
The ministers had all been faithful, and blessed with revivals on 
their circuits and stations. He believed that every preacher was 
thoroughly loyal— not one was shaky. And he believed that all the 
members were loyal to the church. 

He was about to leave the District and the Conference, not be- 
cause he did not love the work, and could not be useful, but hecause 
of his long absence from his family; he felt that he must return. 

Who are admitted into full connection?— The following brethren 
were caUed forward and examined and admitted: Anthony Ross, 
Henry Green, Scott Chinn, Emperor Williams, Hardy Ryan, Thomas 
Kennedy, William Murrell, Samuel M. Small and James M. Bryant. 

On motion of Rev. J. P. Newman it was resolved to meet at 9 A. 
M., and adjourn at 1 o'clock. 

Judge Howell, C. C. North, Esq, Rev. Mr. English and Dr. Daily 
were then introduced to the Conference. 

Rev. James Lynch, presiding elder of the South Mississippi Dis- 
trict, represented his work. He had been in the field only ft little 
S v m r n / hS ; ) VaS a PP<>mted to it by Bishop Simpson. He 
found his district almost altogether* unbroken ground, ami himself 
without resources which would have been afforded had his woi* 
been anticipated by the president of the last session of the Missis- 



sippi Mission Conference. He had encountered great opposition iri 
the work, which was not lessened in the least by his well-known 
political status and sentiments. But notwithstanding the obstacles 
met with he had organized four circuits, procured three fine building 
lots for church purposes; had employed five preachers, and about 
eight hundred members had been added to the church. He had 
traveled and spoken extensively in Mississippi in the interests of 
" reconstruction on the congressional plan, and the people had 
heard him gladly. He had done this conscientiously before God, 
and under a deep and solemn conviction that it w T as a duty he owed 
to his race and the country, and he. had preached Jesus and the 
resurrection wherever he had gone. He had received instruction 
from Bishop Simpson to visit any place in Mississippi and Southern 
Alabama, and he had traveled and preached quite extensively in 
Brother Darnell's district, and also in the latter State visiting Mo- 
bile, Montgomery, and Selma, where there are fine openings for loyal 
Methodism if we only had the money to build churches. 

Rev. W. M. Henry, R, K. Diossy, and H. Green were chosen con- 
ference stewards. The following committees were also appointed: 

On Public Worship— J. P. Newman, W. M. Henry, A. Ross, S. 
Chinn. 

On Education — J. P. Newman, N. L. Brakeman and H. Green. 
On Sunday Schools — R. K. Diossy, H. Ryan and S. M. Small. 
On Missions — The presiding elders. 

On Temperance — N. L. Brakeman, A. C. McDonald and W. M. 
Henry. 

On State of the Country — J. P. Newman, N. L. Brakeman and A. 
Ross. 

On Religious -Condition of the South— W. N. Darnell, W. M. Henry 

and S. Chirm , 

On Church Statistics — R. K Diossy, E. Williams and S. Chinn* 
On Auditing Conference Accounts — W. N. Darnell, W. M. Henry 
and E. Williams. 

On Church Extension — N. L. Brakeman, R. K. Diossy and A. C. 
McDonald. 
Conference adjourned. 



SECOND DAY'S PROCEEDINGS. 

Friday, December 20, 

Conference met pursuant to adjournment. 

Religious services conducted by Rev. Anthony Ross. 

Roll called. Minutes read and approved. The committee on the 
religious condition of the South was discharged. 

Question second was taken up, and the following brethren, after 
passing examination, were continued -on trial: Eugene P. Royal, 
Evans Green, Miles Proctor, Edward Jackson, E. Hayward, Joseph 
tould, Talbott Gibbs, Lev. Baker, William Holmes, Moses Adams, 
5 



Join Jones, liobert Hodge, Thomas Atuictson, James B. Fcnnor aud 
James Hay ward. 

Tf TC "Diossv and A. Ross were appointed telieis. 
Dr. J. P. Nc^wman receiving a majority of the votes cast, was de- 
clared elected. ' ^ . 

Rev. Anthony Ross was elected alternate. 
Rev A. C. McDonald offered tiro following resolution. . 
B m£ That the Mississippi Mission Conference, having ccn 
or' anized on the great principled equal rights the common brother- 
hood of man, goneness of all believers in Christ and the complete 
equality of all men before the altar of God; and that, recognizing as 
we do, the odiousness of all distinctions founded on caste, we de- 
clare as the established principle of the Conference that we arc un- 
alterably opposed to all distinctions made in the house of bod, on 
account of race or color. , . 

Bishop Ames remarked that he had said to the highest officers of 
the government, until the words white and black were stricken from 
all constitutions, peace and harmony will not prevail, after which the 
resolution was unanimously passed. 

It was moved that Hon. John Baldwin address the Conference. 
He did so, to the great satisfaction of the Conference. 

He said that the subject of education at the South had for a long 
time engaged hjs attention, so much so that at times sleep departed 
from him, he had asked God for means to do good, and promised 
that if $20,000 was placed at his disposal he would use it for the 
purpose stated. Soon his desire was granted and he was able 
! without prejudice to his family or other interests to employ the 
amount as he had proposed. 

He then gave an account of the educational enterprise on the 
Teche in which he is engaged. He said there had been two points 
suggested for the location — Georgia and Louisiana. His own pref- 
erences were for the latter, and he came to New Orleans prospecting; 
there plans were laid. The presiding elders of this conference were 
each appointed a "committee" to search for a site, and he returned 
to Ohio. Finally, Brother Diossy found the "Daby Plantation'' W*j 
in market, and after some correspondence on the subject, he bough' 
it for $20,000. Ho now proposes to donate thirty acres of that place, 
containing the residence and outbuildings, to this conference, and 
add enough to it in improvements to make $20,000 educational 
capital. This he proposed to do now, and hoped to add still more, 
as God shall prosper him. He hoped to build up an institution that 
should be a blessing to all, irrespective of races or sexes. 

llevs. E. K. Diossy and James Lynch were added to the committee 
on education. Rev. Scott Chinn was added to the committee on 
public worship. On motion the conference adjourned with the ben- 
ediction by Eev. Henry Green. 




THIRD DAY'S PROCEEDINGS. 

Decembf,:: 21. 

Conference met pursuant to adjournment. 
Religious services conducted by Rev. Emperor Williams, 
On motion of W. N. Darnell, W. M. Henry was elected treasurer 
of Conference. 

The following local preachers were elected to deacons' orders : 
Isaac Merriweather, Daniel James, Alex. Phillips, Alfred Handy, 
Presley Yarborough, Peter Clark, Joseph Gould, Thomas Keith, J ames 
Brown, Levi Johnson, Israel Jones, Moses B. Avery, Abraham Hilton, 
John Lee, Evans Green, Amos Gunby, Wesley Jones, Washington 
Drake, Owen Jones. Jesse Fern, Henry Simms, George Stevens, 
Charles Downs, Horace Wallace and Edward Scarborough. 

Fifth question taken up. The following brethren were elected to 
elders' orders: James M. Bryant, Samuel M. Small, Thomas Ken- 
nedy, Wni. Murrell, Hardy Ryan and Emperor Williams. 

Question first taken up, and the following brethren w r ere taken on 
trial: Wesley Jones, Owen Jones, Jesse Fern, Alfred Handy, George 
Dobson, Anthony Williams, Alexander Phillips, David S. Green, 
Edward Scarborough, Levi Johnson, Moses B. Avery, and Presley 
Yarborough. 

James M. Vance, an elder from the African Zion Church, was 
admitted as a member of the Conference. 

The following brethren were then admitted on trial: Abrant Plilton 
and Thomas Keith. 

Rev. J ames Lynch then offered the following preamble and reso- 
lution: 

Whereas, Brother John Baldwin, the well known philanthropic 
Methodist layman, has purchased, and proposes to donate to this 
Conference, a beautiful site on the Teche river of thirty acres of 
ground, and the buildings thereon, for educational purposes, and to 
be controlled by this Conference; therefore. 

Resolved, That the hearty thanks of this conference be and are 
hereby tendered to Mr. Baldwin for his Christian liberality, which 
will be an enduring monument to his name. 

After some remarks by Brother Lynch, intended as a tribute to the 
liberality of Brother Baldwin, the resolutions were allowed to lay on 
the table till Monday. 

Conference adjourned. 



FOUETH DAY'S PROCEEDINGS. 

December 23. 

Conference met pursuant to adjournment. 
Religious services conducted by Bev. Henry Green. 
Roll called. Minutes read and approved. 
The Committee on Education reported. 



36 

United Stales of America, Stale of Louisuina, ) 
Parish of Orleans, City of Neio Orleans. S 
Be it known, that on this twenty-first day of December, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-seven, and 
m the independence of the United States of America the ninety- 

86 Before me, Henry C. Dibble, a notary public, in and for the city 
parish and State aforesaid, duly commissioned and qualified, and in 
the presence of the witnesses hereinafter named and undersigned, 

Personally came and appeared, John Baldwin, John P. Newman, 
Cyrus Bussey, James Lynch, Bufus K. Howell, Richard K. Diossy, 
John Page, Nelson L. Blakeman, Fletcher J. Emley, who for them- 
selves, their associates and successors did and do declare that, avail- 
ing themselves of the provisions of an act of the Legislature of this 
State, providing for the organization of corporations for literary, 
scientific, religious and charitable purposes, approved the fourteenth 
day of March, 1855; and pursuant to a resolution of tlie ^Mississippi 
Mission Conference dated this day, 

They have covenanted and agreed to form, and by these presents 
do form and constitute a body corporate in law for the purposes here- 
inafter stated, with powers to have and use a common seal, to sue a 1 
be sued, and to do all anel every necessary act to carry out the obje 
of this association, not repugnant to the constitution and laws of the 
United States, the constitution and laws of this State, nor to the pro- 
visions of this act of incorporation, and for the purpose of carrying 
out the objects and intentions of the aforesaid incorporators they 
have established the following articles and constitution. 

Article 1. This institution shall be known as the Thomson 
University. 

Art. 2. The domicile of this corporation shall bo m the city o: 
New Orleans and State of Louisiana. 

Art. 3. The corporation shall have and unjoy succession by i 
corporate name for twenty-five years. 

Art. 4. The objects of the association are declared to be to provi 
for the Christian education of the people without distinction as to 
races or sexes. The corporation shall have power to purchase, hold, 
receive, sell, transfer and convey under its corporate name every 
species of property, both real and personal, which may be given or 
bequeathed to it for educational or other funds, and to make and es- 
tablish such by-law T s for its government as mav be necessary an 3 
proper. 

Art. 5. All notices, citations and legal processes shall be served o 
the President of the Board of Trustees, hereinafter provided for. 

Art. 6. A Board of Trustees, consisting of nine persons, shall be 
elected by the Annual Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
m the United States of America, within whose bounds the Thomson 
University is situated. This Board of Trustees shall be divided into 
three classes to wit: The first class shall be elected for the ternio 
three years, the second class for the term of two years, the third 
class for the term of one year, and the vacancies occurring in sail 
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Board of Trustees shall bo filled annually by the said Annual Con- 
ference. No one shall be eligible as a member of the Board of 
Trustees who is not a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in 
good and regular standing. 

Akt. 7. The Board of Trustees are prohibited from contracting 
any debt of more than one thousand dollars ($1000), nor shall there 
be any disbursements of the funds of the University, except by order 
of the trustees. 

Art. 8. The Board of Trustees shall annually elect, at the firs' 
regular meeting in the month of January, its own officers, consisting 
of a President, a Vice President, a Secretary, and a Treasurer. 
These officers shall act until their successors are chosen. 

It shall be the duty of the President to preside at all meetings of 
the Board, to call special meetings, at the request of three or more 
members, to draw orders on the Treasurer as the Board may direct, 
and to discharge all other duties pertaining to his office. 

It shall be the duty of the Vice President to discharge all the duties 
of the President in his absence, and in the absence of both President 
and Vice President, a presiding officer shall be elected pro tempore. 

It shall be the duty of the Secretary to make and preserve a record 
of the proceedings of the^Board, and to conduct its correspondence. 

It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to take charge of the funds 
of the university, giving such bonds for the security of the same as 
the board may require. He shall disburse the funds only upon the 
order of the trustees and shall make to the board and to the con- 
ference, an annual report of the finances of the institution. 

Art, 9. The Board of Trustees shall have power to appoint in such 
a manner as they may deem expedient, a president of the university, 
together with such professors and instructors as may at any time be 
necessary to form a faculty for the instruction of students. The 
trustees have also power to organize such departments of instruction 
as pertain to a university. 

Art. 10. The Annual Conference, within whose bounds said uni- 
versity is situate, together with all other patronizing conferences may 
appoint annually a board of visitors, consisting of three of its mem- 
bers, who may attend the annual meeting of the board as advisory 
thereto, provided that said trustees and visitors shall not be paid for 
their services, nor for their traveling expenses in attending the meet- 
ing of the board. 

Art. 11. The annual meeting of the Board of Trustees shall be 
held on the first Tuesday of the month of January of each year. 

Art. 12. This constitution may be amended upon the recommenda- 
tion of the Board of Trustees, or of the Annual Conference by a two- 
thirds vote of said Annual Conference. 

Thus done and passed in my office, at New Orleans, this twe^y- 
nrst day of December, 1867, in presence of J. N. A. Wilson and 
Terence Wolfe, witnesses of lawful age, residents of this city, who 
sign with the parties and me notary. * 
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John Baldwin, J. P. Newman, Cyrus Bussey, James Lynch, R K. 
Howell, B. K Diossy, John Page, N. L. Brakeman, F. J. Emley. 

HENTiY 0. DIBBLE, Notary Public. 

Witnesses : 

J. N. A. Wilson, 
Terence Wolfe. 



Having examined the within act of incorporation, I am of opinion 
that the purposes and objects of the same are legal, and that none 
of its provisions are contrary to law. I therefore approve the same. 

C. H. LUZENBERG, 
District Attorney of the First Judicial District. 

State of Louisiana. 

New Orleans, La., December 26, 18G7. 



Mortgage Office. — The undersigned, Deputy Recorder of Mortgages 
for this parish and city of New Orleans, La., certifies that the above 
act of incorporation was this day recorded in his office, in Book 
Society No. 7, folios 30, 31, 32, 33. 

A. DUCATEL, Jr , Deputy Recorder. 

New Orleans, December 31, 1867. 



On motion of J. P. Newman, the charter of the " Thomson Uni- 
versity " was accepted unanimously. The following named persons 
were elected trustees of the Thomson University, namely: John 
Baldwin, J. P. Newman, Cyrus Bussey, James Lynch, R. K. Howell, 
R. K Diossy, John Page, N. L. Brakeman, F. J. Emley. 

The President of the Orphan's Home presented the following re- 
port, which was accepted. 

REPORT OF THE ORPHANS' HOME. 

In compliance with a resolution passed by this Conference at its 
last session the following annual report is herewith submitted as to 
the condition and prospects of the Orphans' Home of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Louisiana: 

A year ago there was some uncertainty as to the financial success 
of this important enterprise. It is generally known that M. De Bos- 
sicre, of France, had generously offered ten thousand dollars to the 
institution, providing the same was increased tc thirty thousand 
dollars by J anuary 1, 1867. But January came and we had failed to 
raise the twenty thousand dollars. It was a trying hour, but we were 
unwilling to submit to defeat without further effort. Impelled by 
the necessities of the case I wrote to M. De Bossiere for an extension 
ot time, which he very kindly granted, and on the first of April, 
1867, we had the great satisfaction to deposit in the Bank of 
America, in New Orleans, the sum of twenty thousand dollars, which 



secured to us the teft thousand dollars offered by M. Do Bossier^. 
This achievement was a cause of sincere joy to the friends of the 
Home, and of devout gratitude'to God. It is proper to state that the 
twenty thousand dollars was raised principally in the North, and we 
are specially indebted to Major General O. O. Howard for a munifi- 
cent donation, and for lesser sums to dear friends in New England, 
New York, Pennsylvania and Illinois. May God bless them. 

As M. I)e Bossiere stipulated that the $30,000 shall be expended 
in the purchase of a farm and its improvement, we have accordingly 
complied with his condition, and have made the purchase. 

Three miles from the small town of Franklin by land, and thirteen 
by water, is the well-known "Byrn Place." Its late proprietor, 
whose name it bears, was the owner of twelve hundred slaves, em- 
ployed on his several plantations, and throughout the parish of St. 
Mary he was noted for buying the " worst niggers in the country." 
This place was his favorite" resort, where he lived like a prince. With 
a front on the Bayou Teche of one-half a mile, and extending thence 
to the Westward two miles, the plantation consists of nearly eighteen 
hunched arpents. Bounded by the parish road on the west, and the 
bayou on the east, are about forty acres. Here stood the family 
mansion until fired by the troops in the late war; but the garden 
remains rich and fruitful as ever. To the south of the garden is a 
fine pasture field, capable of feeding all the stock needed for the 
Home, while to the north is the sugar mill, forty feet wide and one 
hundred and eighty feet long, and is valued at seven thousand dol- 
lars. Near the mill are ten wooden cabins and two stone ones, 
formerly the slaves' quarters. Down along the banks of the Teche 
are massive live-oaks whose branches are covered with moss, and 
which cast a grateful shade, and at intervals are lofty pecan trees, 
ladened with nuts. Here, on these forty acres, is to be the home of 
our orphans; here their schoolhouse, their work shop, and their play 
grounds. On the opposite side of the parish road is a field of over 
seven hundred acres, rich sugar land, enclosed with an osage orange 
hedge on three sides, while beyond are more than nine hundred 
acres of woodland, on which is "much valuable timber. Amid the 
oaks and cypresses flows a small bayou, where the gar fish floats 
lazily along, and the aligator basks in the sunshine. On the eastern 
bank of the stream is a good steam saw mill, and also a draining 
machine, which may be used to redeem hundreds of acres of what 
is now swamp land. 

On the 11th of September last, this noble plantation was pur- 
chased by the managers of the Orphans' Home, for fourteen thou- 
sand dollars; and the value of the place is increased by the fact that 
it adjoins on the south the " Darby Plantation," recently purchased 
by Mr. John Baldwin for a theological and literary institution. 
Here, then, on the verdant banks of the Teche, chanty and educa- 
tion job hands for the elevation of the race, while religion shall 
sanctify and smile upon the union. Here the orphan will pass from 
Ws asylum to the college, and, if God calls, to the theological school. 
Here will be a center of power to the Methodist Episcopal Churcn 
m the Southwest, and as it is but five hours' ride by rail from New 
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Orleans, it is sufficiently near to be under the patronage of this great 
metropolis. It is our purpose to prepare immediately for the recep- 
tion of our orphans, and we trust that a building will soon be reared 
which will be commodious, ornamental, and a monument for future 
years to look upon. As managers of this Christ like institution, we 
rejoice that having paid for our plantation fourteen thousand dol- 
lars, we have the'handsome balance of sixteen thousand dollars for 
permanent improvements. But our friends should remember that 
not a dollar of this balance can be expended for current expenses, as 
the chief donor stipulated that not less than thirty thousand dollars 
should be expended for a permanent home for the orphans and its 
improvement. In a year or two we may have a revenue from the 
farm sufficient for current expenses, but for the present we must 
rely upon the gifts of our friends. At this moment we need clothing 
for the children. Will not our friends respond ? Soon with God's 
blessing we shall have enough from the rich lands he has given us. 
To him we are indebted for our past success, and to him shall be the 
praise from the lips of the thousands of orphans who in the coming 
years shall here find a home. 

There are at present in the Home over eighty orphans, varying in 
age from one to fifteen, and of whom twenty-six are girls, and fifty- 
four are boys. These children are fed, clothed, and educated and 
brought up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. During the 
year we have had the misfortune to lose by death, Madam De Mortier, 
who was our first matron, and who had done much toward the ad- 
vancement of the Home; but Providence has favored us with a 
successor who is every way qualified for her responsible position, and 
we do not doubt that Mrs. Koberts will be a mother to the motherless 
children placed under her care. 

J. P. NEWMAN, 
President of the Home. 

New Oeleans, December 19, 1867. 

The president of Thomson Biblical Institute presented the follow- 
ing report, which was adopted : 

THOMSON'S BIBLICAL INSTITUTE -ANNUAL BEPORT FOR 1867. 

The Thompson Biblical ' Institute has passed through successfully 
the second year of its existence. During that time fifteen students 
have been in attendance, twelve of whom have been supported from 
the funds of the Institute. 

All of them were once slaves, and but few of them could read or 
write when the term commenced; but possessing good natural gifts, 
they have applied themselves with assiduity, and their improvement 
is alike creditable to themselves and their teachers. 

The course of instruction has embraced reading, spelling, writing, 
arithmetic, grammar, and Watson's Theological Institutes. Com- 
mendable proficiency has been made in all these branches, while the 
progress in spelling, English grammar, and Watson's Institutes is 
especially gratifying. Two of the students, who at the beginning of 



m year could read but indifferently in words of one and two syllables, 
are now well advanced in Pinneo's grammar. The class in Watson's 
Institute lias advanced to the second part, and they are deeply inter- 
ested in the study of this profound work. There are, of course, 
portions of it beyond their grasp, but they are laying hold of many 
of its great thoughts, and their profiting will doubtless appear when 
they shall have entered upon the work of the ministry. 

Among these students are some young men of more than ordinary 
promise. Having grown up in slavery under circumstances in which 
to be seen with a book exposed them to fearful punishment, the 
expedients to w T hich some of them resorted in order to gain the 
rudiments of an education, form a story of thrilling interest. We 
feel assured that if the church at large could know the gratitude 
manifested by these young men for the privileges they enjoy, their 
earnest application to their studies, theb* great anxiety to improve, 
their steady advancement, and zeal in their Sabbath labors, there 
would be an immediate increase of interest in the education of col- 
ored ministers. The colored people of the South are rapidly rising, 
both in morals and civilization, and an educated ministry for them 
will soon become one of the necessities of the times. 

The establishment of the Biblical Institute proves to have been a 
step in the "right direction. The class of last year, of whom most 
were received in our conference at its last session, has furnished us 
with some of our most laborious and successful preachers. The 
present class is larger, composed of younger men, and is equally or 
more promising. 

The annual examination of the students took place on the evenings 
of July 29th and 30th, in the First Street Methodist Episcopal Church, 
in the presence of a large audience, Rev. Messrs. Newman, Brake- 
man, Diossy, Green, Ciiinn, and Baker, and Hon. Rufus Waples were 
present. The students were examined by Brother McDonald in 
spelling, reading, arithmetic, grammar, and Watson's Institutes- 
first part. Their spelling was good; in English grammar they were 
very good; and in Watson's Institutes they evinced careful reading, 
and very fair understanding of their author. It is scarcely credible 
that young men who twelve months ago could neither read nor write, 
can understand Watson; yet we will venture the remark, that their 
examination in this study will compare favorably with that of first 
year Conference candidates in the North. 

On the evening of July thirty-first, Westly chapel was filled to over- j 
flowing by members of our church, to witness the literary exercises 
of the students. Prayer was offered by the Kev. A. Boss. Students 
read essays, and delivered orations. For nearly three hours the de- 
hghted audience remained, evincing their approval by frequent and 
hud applause. 

J. P. NEWMAN, President 

New Orleans, December 23, 1807- 
6 



42 

TREASURER'S IlEPOfiT OF 'rH£ THOMSON BIBLICAL INSTITUTE M M 

YEAB 1867. 

Cr. 

By amount of cash on hand January 1, 1867 $2,5(13 95 

To Notaries' services *o Sn 

Stationery » 

Traveling expenses to R K. Diossy 19,76 

Traveling expenses to A. C. McDonald 25 00 

Traveling expenses to J. P. Newman 25 00 

Aid given to John Lea I 203 00 

Amos Gunby 189 00 

Slisha Hopkins 121 00 

Charles Washington 136 00 

William Chase 180 00 

Abraham Hilton 203 On 

Wesley Johnson 169 00 

Felix Lander -A 170 00 

Fletcher T. Chinn 120 00 

Lafayette Eeuben 30 85 

S. H. Scott 191 15 

John Wesley 130 00 

E. Turner 16 00 

$1,966 56 

Balance on hand December 19, 1867 $597 30 

$2,563 95 

J. P. NEWMAN, 

Acting Treasurer. 



/ Bev. Dr. Newman made a report on the receipts and expenditures 
/in the publication of the Advocate. 

The Bishop made some remarks on the importance of a religious 
periodical in the family. He referred to his experience when lie en- 
tered the ministry, and said the first year he fared well. He got 
sixty dollars; but another year got only forty dollars. He spoke of 
the necessity of sharing the privations of our people. He traveled 
in Southern Illinois. We then had but one church paper — the Ad- 
vocate and Journal. He got subscribers, and urged people to take 
it for its educational value. Children would read a newspaper 
when they would not read a large book. A religious newspaper is a 
fountain of intelligence. Those who take our papers are reliable 
members. They know the value of the Church, and desire its bene- 
fits for themselves and children. He spoke of families continuing in 
the Church for generations. He said the papers were like the stack- 
poles, holding up the stacks. Some who are not w T ell instructed will 
get angry and will not serve God, through spite to others. He said 
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that money would not make a college People must take an interest 
in it, and pastors pray for it. God intended to make human influ- 
ence to be a power in advancing his Kingdom. 

The minister should be like a stream, that makes the gra::.j greener, 
and the world the better wherever it runs. 

Kev. James Lynch testified to the good influence of the Advocate 
in Mississippi. Of its influence on the character of the colored 
people, and of the necessity of a paper like the Advocate. 

Various other members spoke in favor of supporting the paper. 

Kev. James English, an elder in the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South, was admitted on a certificate of location from the Mississippi 
Conference of the Church South. 

George Washington and Henry Sims were admitted on trial. 

The committee on Sunday schools beg leave to report the resolu- 
tions of last annual conference, with the following addition: 

Resolved, That hereafter, on the examination of a preacher's char- 
acter it shall be asked: Have you established Sunday schools at all 
your appointments and instructed your local preachers and exhorters 
to do the same ? And if not, why ? 

R. K. DIOSSY, Chairman. 

Eev. E, K. Diossy submitted the following report on day schools 
forOpelousas District, 18G7: 



CIRCUITS. 



Donaldsonville, four day schools, twenty-six scholars; three night 
schools, sixty-five scholars. 
Eaised for teachers, $440. 

Thibodaux, three day schools, one hundred and eighty scholars; 
two night schools, thirty-five scholars. 

Franklin, four day schools, three hundred and twelve scholars; 
three night schools, one hundred scholars. 

St. Martinsville, one day school, one hundred and fifteen scholars. 

Opelousas, two day schools, one hundred and twenty scholars; one 
night school, thirty scholars. 

Alexandria, three day schools, one hundred and eighty scholars. 

Natchitoches, one day school, sixty scholars; one night school, 
twenty scholars. 

Shreveport, one day school, eighty scholars. 

Ouachita, one day school, sixty scholars. u 

Total sixteen day schools, one thousand three hundred and sixty- 
seven scholars; ten night schools, two hundred and fifty scholars. 

Received from Methodist Episcopal Teachers' Aid Society aid for 
two schools, Thibet and Franklin, $10 a month each for four months. 

R. K. DIOSSY. 

On motion the Conference adjourned. 



? ' 44 

FIFTH DAYS PROCEEDINGS. 

Tuesday, December 24. 

Conference met pursuant to adjournment. 
Keligious services conducted by Kev. Thomas Kennedy. 
Minutes read and approved, and Conference proceeded to business. 
The committee on missions made the following report, which was 
adopted: 

New Orleans district §2,000 

Wesley Chapel ] 5 

Marais street ' 

First street 

Parapet and Carrollton 200 

Sixth street and Jefferson 400 

Poet street 400 

Laharp street 

Baton Rouge* ^ 

Clinton 200 

Pass Christian ' . . . 400 

Gainesville 

Mandeville ........ * 200 

Live Oak 100 

t? j! j3« % j $4,000 
Fourth district.,,... 1000 

Total t im 

Opelousas district g 2 000 

Donaldsonville * 900 

Thibodaux \' t 250 

Houma onfl 

Franklin ' " 9 '/ [ 

St. Martinsville WW. 050 

Opelousas 

Holmesville .7.7.7.7. 9nn 

Alexandria " ' 7*n 

Natchitoches !^ 

Shreveport ifi 

Ouachita f 

Morehouse... 5 m 
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Durant . ( 200 

Meridian ' 200 

Enterprise 200 

Shuguba 200 

Macon , 200 

Total $4,000 

Holly Springs district $2,000 

Grenada ' '200 

Oxford \ \ 200 

Holly Springs 200 

Corinth 200 

Aberdeen 200 

Columbus 200 

Total . . $3,200 

New Orleans $5,000 

Opelousas 4,000 

Jackson : 4,000 

Holly Springs 3,200 

$10,200 

Contingent for Holly Springs and Opelousas, $400 each 800 

Total $17,000 

B. K. DIOSSY, 

Secretary. 

Conference proceeded to fix the place of holding its next session, 
and after some discussioiv Wesley Chapel, in New Orleans, was 
chosen as the seat of next Conference. 

Rev. N. L. Brakeman presented the following report on temper- 
ance, which was adopted: 

TEMPERANCE. 

Christian temperance is a broad subject, and applies to man's 
whole nature, physical, intellectual and moral. It controls his words, 
temper and conduct. In eating and drinking, toiling and sleeping, 
in thinking, feeling and acting, Christianity requires us to be sober, 
chaste, moderate — to do all things to the glory of God, to subject the 
whole man to wholesome discipline, to preserve our members hi 
sanctification and honor, to keep our bodies under, to defile not that 
temple of God, and to bring every thought into captivity to the law 
°f Christ. There may be lust in a look, impurity in a thought, 
murder in an emotion, and gross intemperance in temper and 
passion. 

But our report is expected to deal particularly with one branch of 
the subject, namely, the use of intoxicating liquors as a beverage. 
*he amount of liquor consumed by the American people annually is 
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almost fabulous. The commissioners appointed to revise the revenue 
system of the country estimate that from forty-two millions to forty- 
five millions of gallons of distilled spirits are consumed each year. 
In addition to this, about one hundred and eighty-six millions 
gallons of fermented liquors and about ten millions of imported 
liquors are also drank. The amount of revenue derived by the gov- 
ernment from the liquor trade amounts to nearly forty-eight millions 
of dollars. The retail cost of these liquors, as paid hy the consumers, 
is estimated to be not less than five hundred millions of dollars, 
annual amount sufficient to pay the whole of our national debt in a 
little more than five years. But enough of figures; they are 
powerless. 

It is useless at this date to dwell upon the evils of intemperance, 
or array statistics upon the treasure it has wasted, the widows and 
orphans it has made, the crimes and sufferings of which it has been 
the occasion, or the bodies and souls it has sent to the grave and 
perdition. 

It is an alarming fact that this great evil is rapidly increasing 
throughout the country — especially in the South, where it is making 
sad inroads upon our church and people — and we can not allow this 
conference to pass without calling the attention of our ministers, 
traveling and local, to this subject, and lifting a warning voice to the 
churches and society against this greatest curse of our land. 

We submit the following resolutions for your action: 

1. Resolved, That we call upon all our pastors first to see that 
they keep themselves clear of this evil, and then that they have a 
special watchful care over our people and members in regard to this 
vice. It must be staid by some means, speedily. 

2. Resolved, That we require all our pastors to preach against the 
evil of intemperance in each of then- appointments at least twice 
during the year, and to instruct our members in the general rule 
which prohibits drunkenness, buying and selling spirituous liquors, 
or drinking them except in case of extreme necessity 

N. L. BRAKEMAN, 

Chairman. 

Mrs. Roberts, matron of the Orphans' Home, appeared in the con- 
ference room, and on motion of N. L. Brakeman, received from the 
preachers a nice contribution to* enable her to give the orphans a 
Christmas dinner. 

The committee on statistics presented the following report which 
was adopted: 




Statistics of the Mississippi Mission Conference, Reported at the Third Annual Session, December, 1867. 



DISTRICTS AND CHARGES. 



New Orleans District. 



Ames Church.. 
Fourth District Church.... 

Sixth Street 

Wesley Chapel 

Marais Street 

First Street ^ . 

Laharpe Street 

Jefferson and Carrollton.. 

Mandeville 

Ross Chapel 

Poet Street 

Baton Rouge 

Clinton 

Pass Christian 



Summary.. 



Opelousas District— Circuits. 

Donaldsonville 

Thibodaux 

Franklin 

.St. Martinsville 

Opelousas 

Alexandria 

Natchitoches 

Shreveport 

Ouachita 



Summary.. 



Yazoo City. 

Jackson 

ranton 

Meridian 

Slmguba 

Macon 

Columbus 

Aberdeen 

Guntown 

Corinth 

Holly Springs 

Oxford 

Granada 

Cuehada Circuit.. 



83 
54 
20 
1,121 
989 
547 
70 
290 
303 
70 
272 
434 
400 
74 

4,733 



452 
410 
330 
203 
392 
749 
370 
150 
350 



55 
274 
90 
32 
71 
90 
145 
19 
92 
132 
106 
74 



1,188 



3,456 



Mississippi District— Circuits. 

Vicksburg 473 

224 
705 
128 
269 
120 
282 
411 
5r, 7 
152 
120 
ir,s 
90 
132 
80 



112 
120 
120 

42 

62 
123 
122 

60 

ft 



Summary.. 



South Mississippi Dist'ct— ( 'ircuits. 

Enterprise 

Bhubuta 

Clinton 

Durant 

Panola 



Summary.. 



225 
554 
160 
176 

85 

1,200 



200 
14 
123 



38 
100 



604 38 



96 



78 



587 27 



-it) 



80 

"i 

13, 21 



285 



481 



1.... 

15! 



$50,000 



6,500 
43.000 
10,000 
7,200 
6,000 
82,000 
300 
2,600 
6,500 
3,219 
2,000 
1,800 



2 $147,319 



$3,760 
5.600 
2,600 
200 
2,760 
3,500 
2,400 



600 



6 $21,420 



$2,500 
2,000 
2,500 
2.000 
2,800 



collections. 



$2 50 
2 00! 
2 00! 
5 00] 
2 00, 

4 001 
2 00 
2 00 

5 oo! 



$10 00 
20 00 
10 00 
12 00 
10 00 
10 00 
9 00 
6 00 
5 00 
5 00 
10 80 
2 25 



$26 50 $110 05 



$1 50 

2 001 

3 00 
2 00 
2 00 j 

2 00. 

3 00: 
2 00 



*17 50 



2.000 
2,000 
2,500 



2.300 
2.500 
1,900 
2,«00 



$26,900 



$2 00 
2 00 

2 50 
1 50 

3 00 
1 00 

4 00 
1 50 



$2 50 
2 50 
5 00 
4 00 
2 50 

4 00 
2 50 
1 00 

5 00 



$29 00 



$17 50 



$18 75 
'11*25 



$2 00 
1 00 
3 00 
1 00 

1 50 

2 00 
2 00 
1 00 



$2 50 
5 00 
3 00 
2 00 
2 50 



1 00 
1 00 
5 00 



1* 



$2 50 



$22 00 



$13 50 



$3 50 



9 00 
2 85 



$56 48 



$2,300 
3,000' 



$2 00 
2 00 



$5,300 1 



$4 00 



95 
65 
55 
230 
100 
152 
70 
70 
75 
20 
60 
103 
100 
40 



1,225 



210 
185 
350 
145 
130 
385 
170 
70 
110 



400 
200 
220 



115 
"'30 



1,045 



1,755 



70 

30 
200 

22 
195 



245 



95 
150 



1,023 



165 
150 



o 



$4,000 00 
500 00 
108 00 
2,750 00 
1,545 00 
2,943 25 

593 05 
1,233 00 

230 00 

594 00 
1,006 00 
1,000 00 

350 00 
102 50 



$16,962 80 



$1,072 00 
250 00 
1,050 00 
385 00 
477 00 
533 00 
300 00 
40 00 
350 00 



$4,477 00 



$7,300 00 
221 00 
196 00 



53 00 
460 65 
139 50 



24 25 
61 00 



$1,385 40 



$430 00 



$430 O q 



GKAND SUMMARY. 



Members 13,309 Probabl » Value.. 

Probationers 

Local Preachers 

Adults Baptized , 

Infants Baptized 

Conversions 

J'caths " t ' 

Churches . . . . . ...... ...... ...... . . .... '.. '. 

Parsonages 

School Houses .' , ; „ ... . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 



llections for Bible Society 

Missionary Society 

Sunday School Union 

Tract Society 

Church Extension Society.. 

142! Number of Sunday Schools 

47 j Officers and Teac h ors 

5 Scholars 

8 1 Volumes in Libra 



2,85; 

127 
1,101 
1,009 
1,480 



..$200,939 00 
44 00 
186 03 
49 50 
22 00 
3 50 
73 
243 
4,165 
1,790 



Advocates taken 

Sunday School Papers taken.. 



639 
1,040 



Total ol Money raised $23,255 



Members and Probationers 

Members and Probationers last year.. 



7.80H 



After the adoption of ike above report, showing thai Mississippi 
Mission Conference had more than doubled its numbers the last year, 
Bishop Ames read from the Northwestern Christian Advocate, com- 
menting as he read, an abstract from the general minutes, showing 
the wonderful progress of the church, and its present prosperity as 
follows: 

Traveling preachers eight thousand and four; local preachers, nine 
thousand four hundred and nine; churches, eleven thousand one 
hundred and twenty-one; value, thirty-five millions eight hundred 
and eighty-eight thousand four hundred and thirty- nine dollars; 
parsonage, three thousand five hundred and seventy; value in full, 
live millions three hundred and sixty-one thousand two hundred and 
ninety-five; members, nine hundred and seventy-one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-six; probationers, seventy-four thousand two 
hundred and fifteen; deaths, twelve thousand four hundred and 
seventy-five; baptisms (adults), fifty-nine thousand and eighty-three; 
infants, forty-two thousand six hundred and fifty-eight; total bap- 
tisms, one hundred and forty-one thousand seven hundred and forty- 
one; teachers, one hundred and seventy-four thousand nine hundred, 
and forty-five; volumes, seven hundred and eighty-two thousand 
eight hundred and ninety-five. 

The doxology was then sung amid shouting and tears of joy. 

Rev. N. L. Brakeman then offered the report upon the state of the 
country when W. N. Darnell moved to dismiss the committee on the 
state of the country, and dispense with the offered report, which 
motion, after some remarks by Bishop Ames, was carried. 

Rev. James Lynch then made some very appropriate remarks, and 
offered the following preamble and resolution : 

Whereas, The portion of country embraced within the bounds of 
this Conference is politically disorganized, and threatened with 
anarchy; 

Resolved, That we recognize as among our highest duties that of 
promoting peace and harmony among all classes, and of restoring 
the South to the Federal Union on a basis of civil and political 
equality without regard to race or color. 

Rev. N. L. Brakeman: I moved to amend the above by adding to 
it the second resolution in the report on the state of the country, 
just rejected, which read as follows: 

Resolved, That we call upon the general government to see to it 
that the inalienable right sjjproclaimed and established by our fathers, 
and engrafted by them in the constitution of the United States, and 
reassured by the nation upon the battlefield and at the ballot-box, he 
guaranteed to all, and that our citizens of every color and clime be 
protected in their persons, property, business, life, liberty, and re- 
ligion. * 

Brother Lynch accepted the amendment, and, after some remarks 
by Brother Brakeman, in which he deplored the action of the Confer- 
ence in rejecting his report, the preamble and resolutions were passed. 

It was announced that N. L. Brakeman, Emperor Williams, and 
W. M. Henry be a committee on the preparation and publication ot 
the minutes. Motion carried. Moved and carried that the com- 
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hiittee on the publication of the minutes furnish the manuscript to 
the New Orleans Advocate, and that they be published in pamphlet 
form from the same type. 

It was moved and carried that when the minutes are published 
they be sent to the presiding elders in quantities proportionate to 
the number of members in each district, and that the Conference be 
reponsible for the expense of publication. 

On motion discretion was given to the publishing committee con- 
cerning the matter to be published in the minutes, and their decision 
will be authoritative in that matter. 

Each presiding elder was appointed an cxaming committee on all 
the local preachers and under graduates in his district. 

Rev. W. M. Henry was appointed to preach tho missionary ser- 
mon, and Rev. James Lynch CO preach the annual sermon. 

N. L. Brakeman presented the following report of day schools: 

The plan for parochial schools which was formed at the last ses- 
sion of our Conference was prosecuted in the New Orleans district 
with some success. Communication was had with the Freedmen's 
Aid Society of our church at Cincinnati, and aid received for four 
schools and six teachers, for which we desire hereby to express our 
thanks. 

The Freedmen's Aid Society of our church, being obliged to sus- 
pend its schools, and the school board of the public schools of New 
Orleans proposing to rent our churches and open free schools for 
the colored people, it was deemed advisable to accept their offer so 
far as practicable. 

The schools in the Orphan's home and at Baton Rouge are still in 
part supported by the Freedmen's aid society at Cincinnati. Wesley 
chapel supports a large and flourishing independent school. During 
the last year the trustees of that church have purchased grounds and 
erected a good building known as Wesleyan hall for its use. The 
grounds and house are worth at least $7,500, and the school, under 
the superintendence of R. W. Bowie, is an excellent one. 

The following are the statistics of the shools in the districts so far 
as reported: 

^ T , , Schools. Teachers. Scholars. 

Wesley Chapel 1 2 275 

Marias Street * i 2 150 

Poet Street .... 1 3 200 

Sixth Street 1 ..... V. . 1 1 75 

Jefferson ^ 100 

First Street . . . . . . . ." * " * ' * 1 1 120 

Carrollton *. * '. '. 30 

Parapet \[ \ //. . [ [ . . . . . Y. V. Y. ' 1 1 33 

Baton Rouge 2 180 

Clinton . . ... ! . ! 1 2 * 75 

Mandeville 1 1 50 

Laharpe 1 4 222 



12 22 1500 
N. L. BRAKEMAN. 
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The Auditing Committee made the following report- 
The Committee on Auditing the accounts of the presiding elders 
have examined the accounts of Eev. N. L. Brakeman, and find that 
lie has received during the past year the sum of $17,150 
He shows the proper voachers for the expenditure, $17,120 
Leaving a balance in the hands of Brother Brakeman $30 

WM. N. DARNELL, Chairman. 



Rev W. N. Darnell's accounts examined and found correct. He 
has a balance stiU on hand of $417 which the Conference instructed 
torn to turn over to Eev. A. C. McDonald, his successor, to build a 
church at Okalona, Mississippi. 

Examined the accounts of Rev. R, K. Diossy— found them correct. 
A small balance yet remained unexpended, which the Conference 
instructed him to turn over to W. M. Henry, Treasurer of Conference 
W. M. HENRY, of the Auditing Committee. 

iho bishop explained that local preachers employed last year, were 
not entitled to back pay. And that men are not to preach without 
proper authority. And that such authority must first come from the 
Quarterly Conference. 

The minutes were read and approved. 

On motion Conference adopted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Conference are due and are 
^ re ^y tendered to the pastor and members of Marais street Metho- 
dist Episcopal church and to all the families who have so kindly and 
hospitably entertained the brethren of the Conference at this session, 
an d that this resolution be published in the minutes. 

The minutes were then read and approved, when the bishop gave 
out the 221st hymn, commencing: 

"And let onr bodies part." 

After the singing of which, Rev. S. Chinn led in prayer. 

The bishop then requested Rev. James M. Bryan to sing the 207th 
hymn, commencing: 

N Lord of the harvest hear 
Thy needy servants cry." 

Before reading the appointments the bishop said that he had 
Watched the work in this Conference with deep interest, knowing that 
it must prosper, but it had succeeded beyond his expectations. He 
came here with high hopes, but they had been more than met. He 
™w through what the brethren had to pass, the laws under which 
they had lived, their limited privileges, and the difficulty of acquiring 
Knowledge from books. But a better clay had come, and they 
must improve it, and make advancement. They were capable of 
mprovement. He knew some of these men before he saw them. 

me ^ beeilrGCOmmendedto him old citizens here as good 
J?\ .?^ e y nac l proved themselves every way worthy of the com- 

unKk He llr ^ Gd the brethren to stand U P for Jesus— to stand 
P iiKe men. Be wise as serpents, harmless as doves. Be sons of 

7 
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consolation, messengers of mercy, preachers of peace. > Be courageous 
—meet difficulty and danger with firmness, and m the face of 
every foe say, " By Gods grace I wU conquer /" Remember the great 
commission says, "#o/ M No conditions stated, but a command 
o-iven, " Go !" Go everywhere, "and as you go preach.' 1 reach 
the Gospel to ever creature, and remember the blessed promise, ' Lo 
I am with you always, even unto the end of the world ! ' 

THE APPOINTMENTS. 

Question 17. " Where arc the preaehere stationed this year?" 
A.n.svv T er 

South New Orleans District. — J. P. Newman, presiding elder. 
Ames Church, J. P. Newman. 

Fourth District and Sixth Street Churches, W. M. Henry. 

"V^esley Chapel, A. Ross. 

First Street Church, Henry Green. 

North New Orleans District. — N. L. Brakeman, presiding elder. 

Marais Street Church, S. Chinn. 

La Harpe Street Church, E. P. Eoyal. 

Poet Street, E. Green. 

Jefferson and Carrollton, E. "Williams. 

Ross Chapel and Camp Parapet, J. Gould. 

Baton Rouge, J. Hayward. 

Clinton, P. Yarborough. 

Campbell's Chapel, R. Hodge. 

Mandeville, Levi Johnson. 

Live Oak, Amos Gunby. 

Ascension, to be supplied. 

Gainesville, to be supplied. 

Springfield, G. Washington. 

Pass Christiain, M. B. Avery. 

Opelotjsas District. — R. K/Diossy, presiding elder. 

Donaldsonville, Thomas Kennedy. 

Thibodaux, Henry Grimes. 

Houma, J. M. Vance. 

Franklin, R. K. Diossy and John Lea. N 

St. Martinsville, J. M. Bryant. 

Opelousas, E. Jackson. 

Holmesville, A. Hilton. 

Alexandria, S. M. Small. 

Natchitoches, E. Hayward. 

Shreveport, Thomas Keith. 

Ouachita, J. R. Fennor. 

Morehouse, Henry Sims. 

Jackson Distkict.— Jas. Lynch, presiding elder. 

Vicksburg, Lev. Baker. 

Yazoo City, Talbott Gibbs. 

Jackson, M. Adams and J. Anderson. 

Brandon, M. Proctor. 

Meridian, William Murrell. 
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Marion, to be supplied. 
Enterprise, O. Jones. 
Shabuta, J. Fern. 
Canton, A. Handy. 
Big Black, to be supplied. 
Clinton, to be supplied. 
Shaguba, to be supplied. 
Durant, E. Scarborugh. 
Macon, W. Jones. 

Holly Springs District. — A. C. McDonald, presiding elder. 

Holly Springs, A. Williams. 

Columbus, H. Kyan. 

Aberdeen, W. Holmes. 

Aberdeen Circuit, J. Dobson. 

"West Point, to be supplied. 

Okalona, to be supplied. 

Guntown, to be supplied. 

Corintb, J. Jones. 

Oxford, A. Phillips. 

Grenada, D. S. Green. 

Panola, to be supplied. 

Water Valley, to be supplied. 

Ponticoke to be supplied. 

W. N. Darnell and James English transferred to Missouri and 
Arkansas Conference. 

The Conference adjourned with the doxology and benediction by 
the bishop. 

EDWAED E. AMES, 

W. M. HENEY, Eecording Secretary. 



